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Sermons for the Month of May. 





DEVOTION OF THE FIRST FRIDAY. 
SERMON. 


THE DIVINE HEART OF JESUS OFFERS ITSELF UP, IN 
THE FIRST PLACE, AS A MORNING OFFERING TO 
THE HEAVENLY FATHER FOR THE SINS OF THE 
WHOLE WORLD. 


“ They carried him to Jerusalem, to present him to the Lord.”—Luke ii. 22. 


SYNOPSIS.—The command of God to offer up to Him every first-born. The 
Mother of God journeying to Jerusalem to obey this law. The morning 
offering at the Temple and the evening sacrifice at the Cross. Explanation 
of the morning and evening sacrifice of the Old Testament. How they 
foreshadowed the Passion of Our Lord. The Lamb of God. David's 
offering a type of Our Lord. The Heart of Jesus the purest and holiest 
offering to the Father. 


God commanded the Israelites to bring Him every first-born as a 
sacrifice in remembrance of the truth, that the angel had killed in one 
night all the first-born of the Egyptians, but had spared those of the 

Israelites. “ Sanctify unto me every first-born ” (Exod. xiii. 2). To 
obey this law the Mother of God, after having spent forty days in the 
stable at Bethlehem, journeyed to Jerusalem with the Divine Child 
and His foster father, there to offer up to the eternal Father in the 
Temple her first and only begotten Son. Holding Him in her arms, 
and kneeling down with reverence and devotion, she there offered 
Him up to Almighty God, according to the testimony of St. Thomas 
of Villanova, with the following words: “ Almighty Father! Take 
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this sacrifice which I, Thy servant, offer up to Thee for the whole 
world; accept our mutual Son, for He is Thine from all eternity, 
mine from time; take now from the hands of Thy servant this most 
holy morning offering, which will thereafter from the arms of the 
Cross be offered up to Thee as an evening sacrifice.’”” Oh, what an 
agreeable sacrifice! Inasmuch as the tender Infant Jesus conse- 
crated, at His first public presentation in the Temple, His Most 
Sacred Heart to the Heavenly Father to glorify Him, and to recon- 
cile Him with the human race. Truly a most agreeable sacrifice, 
than which this earth has never seen another alike! 

“Never,” says Luke of Burgos, “had such a sacrifice appeared 
in the tent of the covenant. Never had there been seen in the Temple 
of Solomon such a glorious and illustrious offering.” Already the 
prophecy of Aggeus began to be fulfilled: “ Great shall be the glory 
of this last house, more than of the first, for the desired of all nations 
shall come: and I will fill the house with glory.” (Aggeus ii. 8, 10.) 
God the Lord and highest lawgiver had commanded our fathers 
that they should daily, as a perpetual sacrifice, offer up an innocent 
lamb in the morning at the rising of the sun, and a second one in 
the evening at the setting of the sun, for the mutual good of the 
people. This is that morning and evening sacrifice of which David 
so often speaks, and which was offered up by the people at public 
expense. First of all, the lamb was washed in the pond, then it 
was slain by the priest, cleansed of the blood and entrails, and 
then roasted upon a wooden spit in the shape of a cross over 
a slow fire, while the priest and the people stood around with 
hearts and hands uplifted imploringly to heaven, offering up to 
God, the Lord of the living and the dead, this lamb as an agreeable 
sacrifice. “ This is what thou shalt sacrifice upon the altar: Two 
lambs of a year old every day continually, one lamb in the morn- 
ing, and the other in the evening.” (Exod. xxix. 38.) O sweetest 
Jesus! Thou art that morning and evening sacrifice; the morning 
sacrifice, as Thou wast brought, as St. Bernard says, “ by Thy holy 
Mother on the day of her Purification and there offered up for the 
first time in the Temple to the eternal Father for the salvation of 
the whole world, where she paid for Thee to the priest, as to the 
representative of God, five shekels as ordained by the law.” St. 
Thomas of Villanova says: “The Redeemer was bought by the 
Virgin for five shekels, He who should redeem the world by His 
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five wounds.” But Thou didst become an evening sacrifice, O Jesus! 
When on the evening of Thy life Thou wast nailed to the 
wooden spit of the holy Cross and inflamed in the fire of divine love, 
which burned unceasingly in Thy Most Sacred Heart, Thou wast 
offered up there for the sins of all people as an agreeable burnt- 
offering. 

St. John the Baptist points out to the Jews the Redeemer, who had 
just returned out of the wilderness, saying: “ Behold the Lamb of 
God, who taketh away the sins of the world.” O Christian soul, how 
much art thou obliged to this innocent Lamb! He could with perfect 
justice have cast thee into hell long ago, and behold! He vouch- 
safes to become a sacrifice for thee, and to offer up in the Temple 
His divine Heart itself to His Heavenly Father as a worthy satis- 
faction for thy sins. O love, O boundless kindness! Can we, O 
God, make any return which is worthy of Thy love? Oh, if we 
had a hundred, if we had a thousand hearts, should we not be 
obliged to love Thee with all these hearts and with all their 
strength? 

It is related of King David in the second book of Kings (xxiv. 
25) that when a pestilence devastated the city of Jerusalem he, to 
appease the wrath of God, erected an altar, upon which he offered 
up burnt-offerings and peace-offerings for the salvation of the entire 
kingdom: “ And David built there an altar to the Lord and offered 
holocausts and peace-offerings: and the Lord became merciful to the 
land ; and the plague was stayed from Israel.” Then the angel which 
had been seen in the clouds with a drawn sword immediately with- 
drew the sword and replaced it in the scabbard, as a sign that God 
was propitiated. ‘“ And when the angel of the Lord had stretched 
out his hand over Jerusalem to destroy it, the Lord had pity on 
the affliction, and said to the angel that slew the people: It is 
enough: now hold thy hand.” (II. Kings xxiv. 16.) What signifi- 
cation did this sacrifice have which was so pleasing to God that it 
brought peace and salvation to the people? O most amiable Jesus! 
Thou wast prefigured by this and similar peace-offerings as the 
morning and evening sacrifice. “ Through this,” says Cornelius a 
Lapide, “ Christ was to be prefigured, stretched upon the cross and 
slain like a beast of sacrifice for the redemption of mankind.” 

If even this offering as offered up by David at the time of the 
pestilence could appease God, because it prefigured Christ, what 
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would the true, living, innocent, and divine Heart of Jesus, that 
meek Lamb, be able to do if thou shouldst offer it up to the eternal 
Father for thy soul, especially in the holy sacrifice of the Mass or 
when receiving the Holy Eucharist with a clean conscience? O 
how holy, how pure, how exalted would this offering be in the face 
of the whole court of Heaven! Is it possible that thy prayers and 
desires would be rejected and not be heard if this innocent victim 
should be offered up to the Heavenly Father? 

Father Lohner, S.J., relates of Albuquerque, the celebrated 
admiral, that on one of his journeys to the East Indies his fleet 
was in the greatest peril of sinking on account of a terrific storm 
which was raging. When the danger was at its height he seized 
his child, and, holding it up toward heaven, he besought God, the 
Lord of the world, to spare him and his companions from death 
for the’sake of that innocent child. His prayer was heard, they 
were saved, the storm ceased. 

O most gracious Virgin! Mother of God and of men, Mother 
of the Redeemer, behold the misery in which the people of all coun- 
tries languish, and how by the waves of this misery they are tossed 
here and there, and how Holy Church is persecuted, publicly 
and secretly, by word and deed, how she is blasphemed, calum- 
niated, robbed, oppressed, because they desire to annihilate her and 
make her disappear from the face of the earth. War, pestilence, 
hunger, murder, robbery, deception, suicide, and all sorts of crimes 
and vices rage over the whole earth. O gracious Mother! give aid to 
the Holy Church, have pity upon the Holy Father, the persecuted 
Christians ; show thy sweetest Son Jesus to the eternal Father, that 
He may vouchsafe to grant peace and unity to the Church and the 
people for the sake of the innocence of this meekest Lamb, and 
especially for the sake of His most amiable and most innocent Heart. 

It is related of a high official of the court of Queen Candacis of 
Jerusalem that, when reading in Isaias the words: “ He shall be led as 
a sheep to the slaughter, and shall be dumb as a lamb before his 
shearer, and he shall not open his mouth ”’ (Is. liii. 7), this heathen, 
by this simple passage, was so moved in his heart with love for the 
most holy and meekest Heart of Jesus, this divine Lamb, that he 
had this verse explained to him by St. Philip. He then confessed 
his belief in Jesus Christ and asked for baptism. 

O Christian soul! If the consideration alone of the innocent 
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Heart of Jesus, that immaculate and spotless Lamb, could work such 
a wonderful conversion in a heathen, what may and will the Real 
Presence of this divine Heart in the Holy Eucharist accomplish for 
us? Let us therefore exclaim with St. John: “ Worthy is the Lamb 
that was slain to receive power, and divinity, and wisdom, and 
strength, and honor, and glory, and benediction.” (Apoc. v. 12.) 


Amen. 


FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EASTER. 
SHORT HOMILY FOR LOW MASS. 
BY THE REV. F. HEFFNER, 0.P. 


“T go to him that sent me.”—John xvi. 5. 


SYNOPSIS.—The reproof to the Apostles, “None of you asketh me: 
Whither goest thou?” applied to us. Our friends die, and we do not ask 
where they go. No thought given to the great journey into eternity. The 
souls of the just and the souls of the ungodly. Our most important busi- 
ness preparation for the eternity. The step from time into eternity sudden 
and irrevocable. Great efforts for timely gain but none for eternity. The 
evil spirit tempting us to enjoy the pleasures of the world, thus ensnaring 
the soul. Our journey into eternity began the moment we were born. 
Exhortation. 


Although the Apostles had good cause to ask for further infor- 
mation when their dear Master spoke to them of His departure 
to the Father, instead of that they gave themselves up to sadness. 
They rightly deserved the reproof, therefore, which the Saviour 
gave them in these words: “I go now to him that sent me; and 
none of you asketh me: Whither goest thou? But because I have 
spoken these things to you, sorrow hath filled your heart.” That 
reproof which Christ gave to the Apostles may very suitably be 
applied to all of us. We see dear parents, brothers, sisters, rela- 
tions, and acquaintances leave this world by death; thereupon 
we mourn and complain, but very few ask themselves: “ Whither 
goest thou—to heaven or to hell?” When we undertake a long 
journey we make inquiries as to the route to be taken, and we pro- 
vide ourselves with everything that will be necessary for the jour- 
ney; but of the great journey to eternity, of that we do not think, 
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for that we make no preparations. When we have started on a 
journey, and then remember on the way that we have forgotten 
something, we may turn back to fetch it; but when in death we have 
started upon the journey to eternity we can not turn back to do that 
which we have left undone. It is therefore advisable to prepare our- 
selves for the great impending journey, while we have time to ask, 
“ Whither goest thou?” Of this we will speak to-day. 

To the question, “ Whither goest thou?” the wise Sirach replies, 
“Into the house of eternity.” The souls of the just go into a 
blessed eternity, the souls of the ungodly into a wretched eternity. 
The most important business which we have upon earth consists, 
therefore, in this: take care that at our death we shall enter into 
the house of a blessed eternity. When a person intends to walk 
upon the ice he does not jump upon it with both feet at once, but 
he examines carefully with one foot, the other one remaining on 
the firm ground, to see if the ice is firm and strong enough. If he 
finds that it cracks and sinks he withdraws his foot quickly and 
does not venture upon it, so as not to fall into the water and be 
drowned. It would be a very good thing, dear Christians, if we 
could in this wise make a trial of eternity; if we, standing with one 
foot in time, could with the other one inquire into the country 
of eternity, and then be able to withdraw if it should so happen 
that we found ourselves falling into the abyss of hell. But this 
can not be done. From time into eternity is only a step which we 
must take very suddenly, no matter how much we may resist it. 
This step can never be undone when it becomes apparent that in- 
stead of going to heaven we must go to hell or purgatory. Those 
who in temporal matters have made an unfortunate choice—have 
married unhappily, for instance—complain and lament indeed; 
at the same time they have the hope that death will release them 
from their misery. But those who, after death, enter the house of 
a miserable eternity have no more hope of ever leaving there, for 
the pains of hell are eternal and there is no release from them. 

We know this, dear Christians, and yet there are so many per- 
sons who think of everything else rather than of that inevitable and 
difficult journey into eternity, and they are more anxious about 
things which they can not take with them upon this journey than 
about those which will be the foundation of the salvation of their 
immortal souls in eternity. Ah, how many of us are attached with 
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our whole hearts to vain and transitory goods, honors, and 
pleasures of this world, and busy ourselves from early morning 
till late at night in our anxiety to acquire them! And yet they are 
not able to afford our souls a temporal, much less an everlasting 
happiness! When the hunter shows a hare to his dog, the dog 
runs after it and strives with all his might to catch it. After he 
catches it his master makes him give it up, often beating him, and 
the dog has nothing for his trouble but blows. And thus it is with 
many souls. The evil spirit shows them, for instance, an ad- 
vantage or a profit that they can gain if they will only take the 
pains. This happens to many avaricious and miserly people. They 
think and plan day and night; they labor in the sweat of their 
brow; work till they are bent and stiff, like a poor animal, just to 
earn a few dollars; and when, after years of toil, they become rich, 
and they are congratulating themselves upon their wealth, like the 
rich man in the Gospel, “ Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for 
many years, take thy rest, eat, drink, make good cheer” (Luke xii. 
19), then death comes suddenly, takes away their wealth and their 
life, and conducts their poor soul into the land of a wretched 
eternity, and the words of Scripture are fulfilled: “ When a 
man shall be made rich, and when the glory of his house shall be 
increased, when he shall die he shall take nothing away; nor shall 
his glory descend with him.” (Ps. xlviii.) To another one the 
evil spirit shows the sensual pleasures of this world and urges him 
to enjoy them. The man, blinded, obeys this impulse and 
enjoys them as much as he possibly can. Then when the devil has 
caught him in his net he prepares all kinds of torments and suffer- 
ings for him, and his end frequently is perdition. And so it is with 
everything which the world offers us: nothing makes us perma- 
nently happy; everything leaves a sharp thorn behind it in our 
conscience, and only too often eternal damnation is the reward for 
all the pains and trouble we have expended in chasing the phantom 
of happiness. 

We should for this reason frequently ask ourselves the question, 
“Whither goest thou—to hell or to heaven?” and according to 
what the answer is we should forsake the broad road and return 
to the narrow path of virtue, which leads to eternal life. If on the 
journey to eternity, which we began on the day of our birth, we 
desire to reach our goal happily, we must appropriate in time that 
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which alone we can take with us into eternity, and which alone has 
any value and worth, namely, virtue and merit. Everything which 
we accumulate here, all our possessions, gold and silver, jewels and 
costly garments, honors and dignities, we must forsake by death, 
and only our works will accompany us into eternity; the good ones 
will obtain for us the reward of heaven, the bad ones will take us 
to hell. 

Let us then be careful that we may not be lost eternally! Let 
us, as often as one of our relations or neighbors pass away, put this 
question to ourselves, “ If death had come to me, should I have gone 
to heaven or to hell?” and then let us so live as we would wish to 
have lived when the hour of our death arrives. In this way we shall 
be able to say at that last hour: “I go to him that sent me; I am 
going now to my Heavenly Father.” Amen. 


SERMON. 


THE PROGRESS OF CHRISTIANITY. 


“T have yet many things to say to you, but you can not bear them now.”— 
John xvi. 12. 


SYNOPSIS.—Heresy and Unbelief contradicting each other in reproaching 
the Church; the one claiming the Church is making new doctrines; the 
other complaining that she iswt. The Church truly progressive, without 
changing her doctrines. 

I. The Holy Ghost causing progress in knowledge of the teachings 
of Christ. The Apostles did not fully understand the words of Our Lord 
until the Holy Ghost taught them. Progress in Christian Practice. 
Progress through the learning of the Fathers of the Church, through 
Councils and the Popes. 

II, The Holy Ghost causing progress in the practice of Christ's 
teaching. Christian charity. The evangelical counsels. Fasting. The 
Church not an enemy of progress. 


My dear brethren, among the reproaches charged against the 
Church by her enemies there are two which contradict each other. 
Heresy reproaches her with making new doctrines, and that for this 
reason she is no longer the Church of Christ. Unbelief, on the other 
hand, reproaches her with exactly the opposite, and finds fault be- 
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cause she steadfastly holds to the doctrines of her origin; that she 
must, therefore, be obstinate and an enemy to progress. Both are 
unjust reproaches. For it is not the Catholic Church which has de- 
parted from the teaching of Christ. She has added nothing new, but 
heresy has rejected many of the teachings and means of grace of 
Christ, which she continues to preach. The Church is not an enemy 
to progress, but she is an enemy to a return into the darkness of 
paganism, of vice, and of the gross ignorance of religious things, 
which she would countenance if she turned her back upon the light 
of the Gospel, if she rejected the teachings of divine revelation, as 
unbelief wants her to do. That the Church knows of a progress 
is taught by her divine founder Himself in to-day’s Gospel in these 
words: “ I have yet many things to say to you, but you can not bear 
them now. But when He, the Spirit of Truth, shall come, He will 
teach you all truth.” The progress of the Church is ordained in these 
words in so far as: 

I. The Holy Ghost will bring about that the teaching of Christ 
shall be ever better known and understood. 

II, The Holy Ghost will cause an ever-increasing influence of 
Christianity upon mankind. 


These two points shall be the subject of our consideration. May. 


the Holy Ghost enlighten us and guide us deeper into the holy truths 
of faith. 

I. “I have yet many things to say to you, but you can not bear 
them now.” Thus speaks the Saviour to the Apostles. But why 
could they not bear them then? The Apostles themselves gave the 
answer. For in spite of the presence of Jesus and of His divine 
teaching, they still showed, until the Ascension of the Lord, a dis- 
position which was so worldly as to render them incapable of fully 
comprehending the divine mysteries. They even asked, shortly be- 
fore the Lord’s Ascension: “‘ Wilt thou at this time restore again the 
kingdom to Israel?” (Acts i. 6.) They could even then relin- 
quish the hope for a powerful earthly kingdom of the Messiah. 
That they should recognize and renounce such fallacies was to be 
the work of the Holy Ghost within them. As a practical result of 
the descent of the Holy Ghost upon them, they immediately received 
the essential knowledge of the nature of the Messiah’s kingdom, 
promised by Jesus, as well as of the necessity of His passion and 
death, which was before so difficult for them to understand. Jesus had 
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spoken of the one fold, into which He would also lead all his other 
sheep. (John x. 16.) Upon more than one occasion He had repeated 
this, in particular when he spoke of those who should come from the 
east and the west and sit down with the patriarchs ( Matt. viii. 11), as 
also in the parable of the great supper (Luke xiv. 16) ; and yet it re- 
quired, even after the coming of the Holy Ghost, a particular revela- 
tion to Peter in the story of the clean and unclean beasts (Acts x, 
II) to induce him to receive the heathens into the Church without 
their passing through Judaism. 

The Holy And as with this teaching, so it was with many others. The Apos- 

saciid tles only attained to a full comprehension of the same through the 
Holy Ghost. Although Jesus had spoken repeatedly of three Per- 
sons in one Godhead, as, for instance, in His many promises of send- 
ing the Holy Ghost, and in His command to go and baptize (Matt. 
XXviii.-19), the Apostles were certainly wanting at that time in the 
knowledge of this mystery, as we find it defined by St. John in the 
beginning of his Gospel in the words: “ For there are three that 
give testimony in heaven ; the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: 
and these three are one.” (I. John v. 7.) 

The early Jesus speaks here and there of the rejection of Judaism, its sacri- 

Christians. —_‘fices and its customs; even the prophets, like Malachias, had already 
done this, and yet we see the Christians of the first Christian com- 
munity still visiting the Temple. Only by the widespread growth of 
Christianity and its more visible formation did the Christians forsake 
this habit. All these and similar matters are referred to in the 
words of our Lord, that the Apostles could not bear them, that for 
them they then had no understanding. But they were there to re- 
ceive it, and they did receive it through the operation of the Holy 
Ghost after the departure of Christ. They arrived at a better under- 
standing of the teachings of Jesus, and this was some of the progress 
of Christianity. 

But this progress was not to end with the death of the Apostles ; it 
was to continue throughout the centuries. Revelation ceased more 
or less with the Ascension of the Lord. But a much clearer knowl- 
edge and an ever-increasing development of these doctrines took 
place. It is absolutely unjust, it is even calumny against the Church, 
to reproach her with formulating new doctrines of faith. What she 
has done was and is only to demonstrate more clearly and to bring 
more plainly to human comprehension the revealed truths. How 
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brilliantly was this accomplished, for instance, by the voice and the The Fathers, 
pen of the Holy Fathers of the Church. Although they were not — 
the voice of the Church, yet the voice of the Church, in speaking 

through general councils and the Popes, agreed almost invariably 

with the voice of the Fathers of the Church. How enlightening 

was such an explanation of the divine revelation, as opposed to the 

teachers of heresy, who appeared as early as the end of the first 

century. The necessary condemnation by the Church of their 

heretical teachings brought a more detailed statement of the true 

teaching with it, and the Church gladly availed herself of the co- 

operation of the inspired Fathers of the Church. The existence and 

the qualities of God, His relations to the world through creation and 
redemption, the most holy Trinity, divine grace and its relation to 

our free will—these are all subjects which are taught in divine reve- 

lation, but in consequence of the magnitude of its mysteries for our 

poor and imperfect understanding they underwent many misstate- 

ments at the hands of heretical teachers and their adherents. To pro- 

test against this, and to proclaim the truth in opposition to them, and 

to define it as far as possible in human language, that was the work of 

the Holy Ghost in the office of instructor of the Church. This was ac- Gouncils of 
complished through all the centuries up to the overthrowing of the ‘be Vatican. 
heresies of modern times by the councils of Trent and of the Vatican 

in Rome. In the ever-clearer definition of the truth consists the 

progress of Christianity; it is the fulfilment of the promise: “ But 

when he, the Spirit of truth, shall come, he will teach you all truth.” . 

II. And still in another sense Jesus could say, “I have yet many Te practice 
things to say to you, but you can not bear them now,” namely, in feaching. 
reference to the influence of the teaching of Jesus upon conduct and 
morals. Here, also, we speak of progress of Christianity. Jesus 
gave an intimation of this influence by the parable of the leaven. 
But in what mant.er this parable should be fulfilled the Apostles cer-. 
tainly had a much better conception a few years after the Ascension 
of the Lord than at the time when they heard it. They understood, 
then, how, before the coming of the Holy Ghost, they had not been 
able to hear what Jesus had yet to say to them but had not said. 

The commandment of exercising charity was already known to 
them from the Old Testament. How often, besides, had not Jesus 
impressed it upon them. But what great fruit this great command- 
ment was to bear through the Holy Ghost they had yet to witness. 
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How greatly the Apostles, enlightened by the Holy Ghost, were 
influenced in all things by Christian charity is shown in their letters, 
The many precepts they give therein upon the mutual obligations 
of married people, parents and children, masters and servants, those 
high in authority and subjects, are all founded upon charity. How 
severely James censures the pride and luxury of the rich; how Paul 
impresses upon the members of his community the obligation of sup- 
porting their needy brethren in the faith by taking up collections for 
them. We admire, also, the voluntary sharing of property in the 
Christian community at Jerusalem; and we see therein a develop- 
ment of Christianity as the Apostles understood it, while before they 
had a very imperfect idea of all these things. The evangelical coun- 
sels were recommended by Christ and practised by the Apostles ac- 
cording to the words of St. Peter: “ Behold, we have forsaken all 
things-and followed thee.” And the observance of the evangelical 
counsels by the numerous religious orders of our own days, to the 
immeasurable benefit of the Church and of mankind, is a visible 
sign of the progress of Christianity which the Apostles could 
not comprehend when Jesus said to them: “I have yet many things 
to say to you, but you can not bear them now.” Then again let us 
consider fasting. How completely it is founded upon the teaching 
and example of Jesus. But its practise, its extension, and its restric- 
tions, regulated and ordered to suit time and place, and to suit the 
ability and conditions of mankind, is the prerogative of the Church, 
under the guidance of the Holy Ghost. 

We might mention many subjects upon which we could make the 
same observations. But you will admit that what we have said is 
amply sufficient to make it clear that, though the Catholic Church is 
unchangeable in her doctrines of faith and morals, she is in no way 
the enemy to the right sort of progress. Let us be firmly convinced 
on this point. Not a word of divine revelation has been rejected or 
changed by the Church; we will neither reject, nor be deprived of, 
a syllable of it. But for progress away from heresy and unbelief, 
which are a step backward from light into darkness, we are grateful. 
We willingly commit ourselves to the guidance of the Church, 
wherein the Holy Ghost fulfils the promises of Christ: “ But when 
he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will teach you all truth, he shall 
glorify me; because he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it to 
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you.” (John xvi. 13, 14.) Let us allow ourselves to be conducted 
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by the hand of the Church through this Holy Spirit ever deeper into 
the truths of faith; there we shall find contentment and joy, until 
faith is at last changed into the vision of God face to face. Amen. 


FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EASTER. 


SHORT HOMILY FOR LOW MASS. 


BY THE REV. F. HEFFNER, 0O.P. 


“ Amen, amen I say to you: If you ask the Father anything in my name 
he will give it you.”—John xvi. 23. 


SYNOPSIS.—Men, for the greater part, think only of their own advantage, 
and would rather receive than give. God likes to give rather than to 
receive. “If you ask the Father anything in my name, He will give it to 
you.” The feast of the Ascension near, and a befitting occasion to place 
our needs in the hands of Jesus, that He may take them up to heaven and 
place them before the Father. God our Father. So Jesus taught us to 
address God. In the Old Testament the divine laws were calculated to 
inspire fear, in the new law God desires to inspire love. The heavenly 
Father forgives the penitent sinner. Be good and obedient children to so 
good a Father. 


Though I, for my part, do not dispute the truth of the sentence 
of St. Paul, “It is more blessed to give than to receive ” (Acts xx. 
35), 1 doubt whether every one in this congregation agrees with 
the Apostle. Daily experience at least teaches us that the greater 
part of men think only of their own advantage, and that they would 
rather receive money than give any away. Even those whom the 
Lord has blessed with abundant earthly possessions are pleased 
and happy when they receive money, and they consider them- 
selves impoverished if they have to contribute their mite to a 
good cause. But with God it is different; He likes to give rather 
than to receive ; “‘ For the same is Lord over all, rich to all that call 
upon him.” (Rom. x. 12.) And in to-day’s Gospel the Saviour 
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promises, “ Verily, verily, I say to you, if you ask the Father any- 
thing in my name, he will give it you.” 

Dear Christians, the feast of the Ascension of Christ is close 
at hand, and during the three next days let us place our prayers, 
desires, and necessities with confidence in His hands, that He may 
take them with Him to His heavenly Father, with whom He is 
our mediator and advocate, to obtain grace and salvation for us, 
We may confidently expect this, for God is our Father. How 
greatly this truth is calculated to inspire us with confidence I will 
point out to you to-day. 

When we desire to obtain something from a prince or high 
official in this world it makes all the difference whether we give 
them their right title or not. When this is neglected it not infre- 
quently happens that the petition is thrown aside and remains un- 
noticed. With God, who is the Lord of heaven and earth, we 
have nothing of the kind to fear, because His only begotten Son, 
Jesus Christ Himself, has prescribed the words of the petition 
which we are to present to His Heavenly Father, and He has given 
us the right title by which we should address Him when He 
teaches us to pray, “ Our Father, who art in heaven,” etc. The 
name of “ Father’ is a sweet word, full of consolation. “ When 
we call God ‘ father,’” says St. Anastatius, “we have already 
expressed by this word that we expect the forgiveness of our sins, 
the turning away of the punishment merited, justice, sanctification, 
redemption, and to be adopted among His children. He who calls 
God ‘ father’ represents to Him that Jesus Christ, His incarnate 
Son, is our brother, and that consequently we may become par- 
takers of the gifts and graces of the Holy Ghost.” What can give 
us more strength than the address “Our Father?” “ This ad- 
dress,” says St. Augustine, “arouses the love of the Father and 
causes our petitions to be heard, for what could He refuse to His 
children, who has made us to be His children?” “ And which of 
you, if he ask his father bread, will he give him a stone? Or a 
fish, will he for a fish give him a serpent? Or if he shall ask an 
egg, will he reach him a scorpion? If you then, being evil, know 
how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your 
father from heaven give the good spirit to them that ask him.” 
(Luke xi. 11.) All the laws of God in the Old Testament were 
directed toward inspiring people of Israel with fear, but in the 
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new law God desires to be loved as a good Father. For this , 
reason His only begotten Son says: “ You, therefore, shall pray 


in this manner: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy n 


name!” (Matt. vi. 9) and the Church reminds us of this at every 
Mass in the words: “Instructed by Thy saving precepts, 
and following Thy divine institution, we presume to say, Our 
Father,” etc. It is then no audacity for us to call God “ father,” 
and we may confidently expect that we shall be heard. Even if 
we have sinned, and displeased and offended our good Father, and 
merited punishment, we must not despair, but trust in His love 
and mercy. When the prodigal son had squandered his inheritance 
among strangers, and was reduced to such a miserable condition 
that he appeased his hunger out of the swine’s trough, he said to 
himself, “If I return home and call my father by the endearing 
name of ‘ father,’ he will forgive me. I will say to him, ‘ Father, I 
have sinned,’ and his anger will be turned into love.” And so will 
the Heavenly Father forgive us and take us again into favor, if we 
only make the firm resolution, with contrite and humble hearts, that 
we will do better, if we turn to Him and say, “ Father, I have sinned, 
and I am not worthy to be called Thy child, but reject me not, but 
forgive me out of the abundance of Thy love and mercy!” With 
one word we may confidently turn to God, our good “ father,”’ in all 
our sufferings and afflictions, in all our necessities and troubles, no 
matter what they may be, and He will be sure to help us. And when 
the knowledge of the guilt of our sins causes us to lose courage, and 
we are afraid of being spurned, let us think of His word, “ Call to 
me: Thou are my father” (Jere. iii. 4), and say, “ My Father, I 
am not worthy to obtain Thy grace and help, because I have for- 
gotten Thee; but Thou hast not forgotten me, and Thou lovest me, 
though I am a disobedient child. For the sake of Thy love, give 
me for soul and body that which is wholesome and salutary! O 
Father in heaven, have mercy upon me!” 

But should you desire to be sure that your prayers will always 
be heard, take care to be always good and obedient children of your 
Heavenly Father. The Jews used to be proud of being the children 
of Abraham, but Christ put them to shame when He said: “ If you 
be the children of Abraham, do the works of Abraham!” (John 
vii. 39.) And I can say the same to you, “ If you are the children of 
God, do those things which God has prescribed for you to do. Be- 
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lieve in Him, love Him, honor Him, obey Him, keep His command. 
ments! Christ, the Son of God, could say: “I do always the things 
that please him” (John viii. 29), “I honor my Father” (v. 49), 
“ And as the Father hath given me commandment, so do I.” (John 
xiv. 31.) Would to God that we could say this, and that we had 
not given God occasion by our bad behavior, by our sins and vices, 
to complain of us as He did of the people of Israel, “ I have brought 
up children and exalted them, but they have despised me.” (Is, 
i. 2.), or to reproach us, “ If then I be a father, where is my honor?” 
(Mal. i. 6.) Oh, let us take care for the future. I conclude, with 
Augustine, “that we may no longer be unworthy children of such a 
Father! Let us walk in the footsteps of Jesus Christ! Let us honor 
and love our Father, and keep His commandments! Then we may 
go to Him” with confidence in all our necessities and wants. He will 
not let us implore in vain, but will make us partake abundantly of 
His grace and blessing. Amen. 


SERMON. 


BY THE CURE OF ARS. 


PRAYER. 


“ Amen, amen I say to you: If you ask the Father anything in my name, 
he will give it you.”—John xvi. 23. 


SYNOPSIS.—Introduction. Christ’s promise that everything we shall ask 
the Father in His name we shall receive. In His words to the Apostles 
we are commanded to pray. Prayer the source of all good. What it 
nieans to pray. 

I. Without prayer, impossible to be saved. Prayer means of 
perseverance. Examples. Our own experience. Conversion the result 
of prayer. Prayer ensures the pardon of God. Prayer prevents sinning. 
Those in hell damned because they did not pray. Heartfelt prayer a 
great delight. 

II. How and when to pray. Vain excuse that you have no time to 
pray. Prayer the communication with God. The graces obtained by 
prayer. Method of praying constantly. Mental prayer. Follow the 
example of the saints. 


There can be no greater consolation for us, my dear people, than 
the promise which Christ gives us in to-day’s Gospel, namely, that 
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everything we shall ask of the Father in His name we shall receive. Prayer source 
But, more than that, He was not satisfied with giving us the permis- ai 
sion to ask for our necessities in His name; nay, He even demands 
it of us, begs it of us. He says to His Apostles: “ Hitherto you 
have not asked anything in my name. Ask and you shall receive; 
that your joy may be full.” This teaches us that prayer is the source 
of all the good and all the happiness we can hope for on this earth. 
Therefore, if we find ourselves poor or.without enlightenment and 
grace, we may be sure that we can find the reason in the fact that 
we do not pray or that we do not pray properly. It is with sorrow 
that I must tell you, my friends, that a great many people do not 
know what it means to pray. To make you understand the great 
deal of good which we may obtain by prayer, I will show you that 
all misfortunes which oppress us on this earth are caused by the fact 
that we do not pray or that we pray badly. To induce you, my dear 
people, to pray often, and to pray properly, I will show you: 
i 
I, Without prayer it is impossible to be saved. 
II, How and when we should pray. 


I. To show you the power of prayer and the graces which it Prayer)means 


brings down upon us from heaven, | need only tell you that by perseverance. 

prayer alone the elect obtained the grace of perseverance. Prayer . 

is to our soul what the rain is to the soil. Fertilize the soil ever so 

richly, it will remain barren unless fed by frequent rains. You may 

perform good works as much as you like; if you do not pray fre- 

quently and pray properly you will not be saved, for prayer opens 

our mind’s eye and shows our soul the magnitude of our misery and 

the necessity of divine assistance. The Christian confides solely in 

God and not in himself. Yes, indeed, my friends, prayer has given 

perseverance to the saints. What was it that caused them to make 

such sacrifices, to leave their earthly possessions, their relatives 

and friends, and the commodities of this life, and to retire 

into the woods, there to pass the remainder of their earthly 

existence in bewailing their sins? It was prayer, my friends, which 

inflamed their hearts at the thought of God; it was prayer which 

awakened in them the ardent desire to please God and to live solely 

and alone for Him. Look at St. Mary Magdalen. What was her st, Mary 
‘<upation after her conversion? Was it not praver? Look at St. “#842!e" 
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Peter. But why go so far back? Let us look at ourselves, my 
friends. Do we not, from the moment that we neglect our prayers, 
lose all taste for heavenly affairs, and is not our mind continually 
occupied with worldly subjects? As soon as we seek recourse again 
to prayer, so soon do we feel a longing for heavenly things. Yes, my 
friends, if we are so fortunate as to be in a state of grace, we will 
always seek for divine help in prayer. 

Furthermore, my friends, I maintain that the conversion of all sin- 
ners is due to prayer, some extraordinary miracles, which happen but 
seldom, excepted. Remember what St. Monica did to obtain the con- 
version of her son; how she knelt before the image of the Crucified 
One, wept and prayed; how she implored saintly men to help her in 
her prayers. And, again, look at St. Augustine himself: how he wept 
and prayed when the desire to be converted had entered his heart. 
Yes, my friends, though we may be ever so laden with sins, if we seek 
refuge in prayer, and pray in the right way, we may be perfectly sure 
of the pardon of God. Ought we not to be amazed, my dear people, 
at the unceasing efforts which the devil makes to keep us from 
prayer and to lead us into evil, knowing, as he does, how powerful 
a weapon prayer is against his snares, and that God in His goodness 
will not refuse anything that is asked of Him in prayer? Oh, how 
many sinners might abandon sin if they only had recourse to prayer! 

Again I say, my good friends, that the lost in hell were damned 
because they did not pray, or because they did not pray properly. 
From that we may draw the conclusion that if we do not pray we 
make ourselves miserable for all eternity, and that if we do pray, 
and pray properly, we assure ourselves of our salvation. The saints 
were so convinced that prayer was absolutely necessary for their 
salvation that they did not feel contented to pray during the daytime, 
but they spent whole nights in prayer. Why, my good friends, do 
we feel such an aversion for this sweet and consoling practise? 
It is because we do not pray properly, and therefore do not feel the 
delight which the saints experienced. Indeed, my dear people, a 
heartfelt prayer is like a sweet-smelling oil spread over our soul, 
which will make us feel the eternal bliss the saints partake of in 
heaven. The truth of this you will find confirmed in the life of St. 
Francis of Assisi, who often, when he prayed, rose to such a height 
of ecstasy that he no longer knew whether he was still on this earth 
or enjoyed the company of the saints in heaven. One day in church 
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such ardent feeling seized upon him that he exclaimed aloud: “O 
Lord, I can bear it no longer!” 

But, you may say, that all this is very well for those who know 
how to pray and who know nice prayers. My dear friends, neither 
long nor nice prayers are considered by our dear Lord, but prayers 
which come from the innermost heart, and are uttered with great 
reverence and a real desire to please God. 

II. I say that prayer is the lifting up of the heart to God. Or, 
rather, it should be like a pleasant confidence, such as might exist 
between a child and his father, or between friend and friend. To 
depict this happiness more plainly to you, let me ask you to imagine 
the dear Lord taking one of his poor creatures in His arms and 
showering all kinds of blessings in abundance over him. Need I say 
any more, my friends, how you should pray, or why prayer is of 
such vast benefit and so necessary for us? 

What, then, should we think of those lukewarm Christians who 
say they have no time to pray. No time to pray! Poor, deluded 
beings! What is of more value—to try to please God and save your 
soul or to do your daily share of toil. No time to pray! Suppose 
God had let you die during the night, would you do your 
work to-day? Or if God had sent you a protracted sickness, would 
you then be able to perform your daily labor? Oh, what blindness! 
Such people deserve that God should let them perish in their blind- 
ness. We deem it sufficient to devote a few moments to Him, to 
thank Him for the graces which we receive from Him every mo- 
ment of our lives. You say you are too busy, but do not forget, my 
friends, that your principal business in life is to please God and 
save your soul. If you do not attend to your work yourself, some- 
body else will take your place and do it; but if you lose your soul, 
who will save it for you? 

But you may ask, “ What profit do we gain from praying so con- 
tinually ?” as ask you to do. This is the answer, my friend : Through 
prayer, the cross which we have to bear through this life seems less 
heavy to us, we are easier relieved from our sufferings, we think less 
of this life, and our mind is directed more to the mercy of jGod. 
Prayer strengthens our soul against sin, awakens in us the desire 
for repentance, and gives us a delight in practising the same; it 
makes us feel and understand how much sin must offend our dear 
Lord. In short, prayer makes of us friends of God, enriches our 
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souls, and assures for us eternal life. Is it necessary, my dear friends, 
to say any more to induce you to spend the days of your life in close 
communion with the Lord by practising constant prayer! If we 
are imbued with the love of God prayer will come as natural to 
us as breathing. But it is not sufficient to pray in haste or to just 
devote one solitary moment to a hasty prayer. God wishes us to 
spend in prayer a time sufficiently long to beg for the necessary 
graces, to give thanks to Him for benefits received, to sigh over 
our transgressions and to implore His pardon. 

But you may ask, “ How is it possible to be constantly praying? 
My dear people, there is nothing easier than that. All that is neces- 
sary to do is to occupy our minds from time to time, while we are 
working, with God, by making now and then an act of charity, to 
prove to Him that we love Him because He is goodness itself 
and deserves to be loved; or an act of humility, in so far as we deem 
ourselves unworthy of His graces which He imparts to us un- 
ceasingly ; or, again, an act of confidence, by recalling to our mind 
that though we are laden with sin He loves us and longs to make 
us happy. Or at other times we should think of the Suffering and 
Passion of Jesus Christ, we should contemplate Him in the Garden 
of Olives bearing His cross, His being crowned with thorns, and 
of His crucifixion; or some other time of His birth, His flight into 
Egypt; or, again, of death, the judgment, hell and heaven. Or we 
might say a little prayer in honor of our guardian angel, and for one 
thing we should never omit to say the Angelus when the bells call. 
All this will keep awake in our mind the thought of our final 
destination, remind us that in a short time we shall no longer be 
of this earth, and warn us not to remain in sin, for fear that death 
may surprise us and find us unprepared. You see, my friends, how 
easy it is to pray constantly; all the saints did this very same thing. 
All we have to do is to follow in their footsteps, so that after this 
short life we may join them in heaven, in the everlasting bliss and 
adoration of God. Amen. 
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THE ASCENSION. 


THE FEAST OF THE ASCENSION. 
SERMON. 
BY THE CURE OF ARS. 


“Rejoice, and be exceedingly glad: because your reward is very great in 
heaven.” —Matt. v. 12. 





SYNOPSIS.—Our Lord promising great reward to those who, for love of 
Him, suffer persecution. This promise causing the fortitude of the 
martyrs. Magnitude of the reward considered. 

I. The Happiness surrownding the Saints. Vision of God. Com- 
panionship of the Angels. No fear of loss. Gratification and content. 


Happiness in proportion to mortification. Hence various degrees in joy. 
* What to do to gain this bliss. General obligations. Duttes of 
- of wife, of children, of men. Exhortation. 


With these consoling words, dear brethren, Jesus Christ en- 
courages His Aposties to undertake with fortitude the sufferings 
and persecutions which were before them. “Yes, my children,” 
a this loving Father says to them, “ you will be the object of the con- 
' tempt and hatred of the wicked; you will fall a victim to their rage ; 
the people will hate you and bring vou before the princes of the 
earth, so that you may be condemned to the most dreadful chastise- 
ments, to the most cruel and ignominious of deaths; but be not dis- 
couraged, rather rejoice, for a great recompense awaits you in 
heaven.” ©O beautiful heaven, who would not love thee, for thou 
dost contain so many sublime things! In fact, dear brethren, is it not 
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. this thought which makes the Apostles untiring in their apostolical 
xy labors, unconquerable in the persecutions which they experience 
Bo) - . . 5 
. from their enemies ? 


Animated by the thought of this beautiful heaven, did not the 
martyrs stand before their executioners with a courage that sur- 
prised those tyrants? Was it not the sight of heaven that quenched 
the heat of the flames which were prepared to constime them, and 
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that blunted the edge of the sword with which they were struck? 
O how happy they felt to sacrifice their lives, their possessions, for 
God, in the hope that they would enter into a better life, which shall 
never end! O blessed inhabitants of the heavenly city, how many 
tears have you shed, how many: sufferings have you endured to ob- 
tain possession of your God? They cry out, from the height of their 
glorious thrones upon which they are seated, to us here below, “O 
how vastly God has rewarded us for the little good which we 
have done! Yes, we behold Him, this tender, loving Father; yes, 
we praise Him, this most amiable Saviour; yes, we thank Him, this 
loving Redeemer, throughout all eternity. O blessed eternity!” 
they exclaim, ‘“‘ what sweetness and joys thou dost give us to taste!” 
Beautiful heaven, when shall we behold thee? O happy moment! 
when wilt thou arrive? Without doubt, dear brethren, we all long 
and pray for such a great good. So that you may long all the more 
ardently after it, I will show you, as far as lies in my power: 


I. The happiness which surrounds the Saints, and 
II. The path which we must take to obtain this happiness. 


I. First of all, the ecstasy of love which takes possession of the 
hearts of the elect is produced by the sight of the beauty which they 
experience in the presence of God. No matter how beautiful and 
charming an object may appear to us in this world, our mind be- 
comes fatigued after a few moments of enjoyment, and we turn away 
from it—we pass from one thing to another without being satisfied. 
But in heaven it is different: rather must God grant us His strength, 
that we may be able to stand the splendor of His beauty and the 
tender and charming objects which present themselves to our gaze 
uninterruptedly ; a delight which steeps the souls of the elect into 
such an abyss of sweetness and love. O blessed abode! O lasting 
happiness! Who among us will enjoy thee? 

Secondly, I say, we shall continually perceive the angels, who 
glorify the magnitude, the rapture and the everlasting duration of 
these joys by their hymns of praise. No mortal is capable of under- 
standing what the blessed feel at all this. 

Thirdly, when we enjoy a pleasure in this world, we feel at the 
same time the apprehension of losing it, or that of preserving it ; this 
causes us never to be perfectly contented. In heaven it is otherwise: 
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we find ourselves in the midst of pleasures and joys, and we are sure 
that they will neither decrease nor be taken away from us. 

Fourthly, I say, we will enjoy the great and sweet gratification of 
receiving reward for all the tears which we have shed, and for all our 
works of penance performed in this life, without one good thought 
or one good desire being overlooked. O what joy for a Christian 
who has despised the world and who has mortified his body. 

He will behold the steadfastness with which he resisted every bad 
thought presented by the devil to sully his imagination; he will re- 
member the earnest preparations before going to confession; his 
ardent desire to nourish his soul at the altar of God; he will behold 
how often he impoverished himself to assist his poor and suffer- 
ing fellow creatures. “O my God, O my God!” he will exclaim 
every moment, “ what recompense for such small deeds!” But so 
as to inflame the love and gratitude of the elect, God will erect 
His cross in the midst of His court and depict to them all the 
sufferings which He was driven to undergo out of His great love 
and in his desire for our happiness. You can picture to yourself 
how they will be carried away with love and gratitude; how often 
during the infinite whole of eternity they will lovingly embrace the 
cross, remembering that God made use of this cross to procure for 
them so much Dliss! 

In regard to the happiness of the blessed in heaven, I say that 
their happiness, their pleasures, their joys, will be in proportion to 
the sufferings which they endured during this life. If we have hada 
horror of shameful songs and conversations, in heaven we shall hear 
the most delightful and entrancing hymns of the angels; if we have 
been modest in our looks, our eyes will then be occupied with objects 
whose beauty will accord us continuous rapture without ever feeling 
the least fatigue; that is to say, we shall be ever discovering fresh 
beauties, like unto a torrent of love which flows on without ceasing. 
Our heart, which has sighed and wept in our banishment, will ex- 
perience such an excess of sweetness that it will be quite enraptured. 
The Holy Ghost tells us that chaste souls resemble a person who 
lies upon a bed of roses, the perfume of which causes them a con- 
tinual ecstasy. The saints will be nourished and overwhelmed with 
chaste and pure pleasures through all eternity. 

But, you will think, when we are in heaven we all shall be happy 
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are miserable, and suffer in proportion to their sins, there is no 
doubt that the glory of the biessed will be radiant in proportion to 
the works of penance which they have performed. Nevertheless, jt 
is true that we shall all be very happy and very contented, because we 
shall be able to enjoy so many delights, so that there will be nothing 
left to be desired. O beautiful heaven! O glorious dwelling place! 
when shall we behold thee? O my God! how much longer wilt thou 
leave us to languish on this imperfect earth in banishment? 


II. Now, my friends, you ask me what you must do to obtain 
heaven. Very well. Pay attention and you shall hear. You must not 
be attached to the good things of this life; instead of thinking only 
how to amass money and to purchase property, you must take care to 
purchase a place for yourself in heaven ; instead of working on Sun- 
days, you should keep the day holy by going to the house of God, there 
to lament vour sins, and to implore His grace that you may not fall 
into the same sins again, and that He may pardon you; instead of not 
allowing vour children sufficient time to fulfil their religious duties, 
you must be the first to set them the good example in word and 
deed; instead of being angry at the least loss, or at a contradiction, 
you should remember that as a sinner you have deserved far worse, 
and that God leads you in the surest way toward the goal of your 
happiness. This, my friend, is what you ought to do in order to 
reach heaven; but you do not always do it. Do you not envy the 
blessed inhabitants of the heavenly court? ‘ Ah,” vou will say, 
‘how I wish I were there; at least I should be free from all the 
hardships of this life!’ But wishing and acting are two different 
things. If your intention is good, very well; I will tell you what to | 
do. You should, my sister, be more subject to your husband, you 
should be more complaisant toward him: instead of going about 
telling what vour husband has said or done, you should use that 
time to ask God to grant you the patience and submission 
which you owe to your husband; you should ask God to touch 
his heart and change it. [ will tell vou what we ought to do to 
attain heaven. Mothers, pay attention. You should spend more 
time in attending to your children, to instruct and show them 
what they should do to get to heaven; you should not spend so 
much on dress, that you may have more to give in alms, to draw 
down the blessing of God upon vou, or you should lay by something 
so as to be able to pay vour debts: vou should put aside vanities, 
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and your whole life should give a good example ; morning and night 
prayer should be carefully said, a devout preparation for Holy Com- 
munion and the reception of the Sacraments should be your chief 
care; your conversation should express contempt for everything 
worldly and an appreciation of the goods of another life. This should 
be your occupation and your care; if you act otherwise you will be 
lost. Reflect upon all this to-day, to-morrow it will be too late; ex- 
amine yourself in this respect and then adjust yourself accordingly ; 
weep over your shortcomings and endeavor to behave better, or you 
may never get to heaven. 

What must you do, young people? [ will tell you, and | pray you 
to think it well over. You must not be so solicitous for your body, let 
it endure a little more; do not think so much about your appearance. 
You should be more submissive to your parents, remembering that 
after God it is to them you owe your existence, and you should obey 
them with a cheerful spirit, without murmuring. Furthermore, you 
should be more careful of your words, and be modest in your 
conversations with persons of the opposite sex. This is what God 
asks of you; 1f you do this you will attain heaven. 

And what do you think of all this, my brother? Toward which 
side are you inclined? ‘“ Ah,” you say, “I would much rather go 
to heaven, because it ts so lovely there, than go to hell, where such 
manifold torments have to be endured, but it is no use to strive to 
get there; [ have not the courage. If one sin is sufficient to damn 
us, I, who get angry every moment, can not venture to try.” You 
can not try’ Listen to me for a moment and I will prove to you 
as clear as day that it is not so difficult as you imagine, and that it 
requires less exertion to please God and to save your soul than it 
does to lead a life of pleasure and to please the world. Dedicate 
to God the care and the trouble which you take to please the world, 
and vou will find that He does not expect so much from you as the 
world does. Your worldly pleasures are at best alloyed with sadness 
and bitterness, and then follows remorse for having partaken of 
them. Yes, my friends, by observing all these things you will find 
how much sweeter it is to serve God than to serve the world. It is 
only too true that if we would only do as much for God as we do for 
the world we should all be saints. 

Let us resolve, then, to-day that henceforth we will serve our 
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Lord better than we have done heretofore, so that at the end of our 
days we may be permitted to partake of the glorious and infinite 
reward which the Lord has prepared for the faithful. Amen. 


SUNDAY IN THE OCTAVE OF THE ASCENSION. 


SHORT HOMILY FOR LOW MASS. 


BY THE REV. F. HEFFNER, O.P. 


“These things have I spoken to you, that you may not be scandalized.”— 
John xvi. 1. 


SYNOPSIS.—As we point out to a friend setting out for a journey the perils 
he will encounter, so Christ warned His Apostles of the fate that would 
befall them in following His footsteps. These words also mcant for us. 
The meaning of “ scandalize.’ Scandal-giving and scandal-taking; the 
difference. How we are guilty of scandal-taking. 


When some one is about to undertake a long and dangerous 
journey by land or water we recommend him to take precautions, 
and we warn him of the perils to which he may be exposed. 
This is what God did when, through Moses, He led His chosen 
people out of Egypt. He gave them certain instructions as to how 
they should behave themselves in the different encampments, and 
told him not to permit the people of Israel to enter into an alliance 
with the inhabitants of the land of Caanan, so that they might not fall 
away from the true faith and be seduced into worshiping false gods. 
Christ also told His Apostles, before He sent them out into the 
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world to preach His gospel to mankind, what would befall them: 
“They will put you out of the synagogues; yea, the hour cometh, 
that whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth a service to 
God.” But they must not be confounded or scandalized at all this 
because He, their Lord and Master, had not fared any better. 
“These things have I spoken to you, that you may not be scan- 
dalized.” What the Saviour then said to His Apostles is said also 
to us; for all those who wish to live justly and piously in this world 
must hold themselves in readiness to suffer persecution and contra- 
dictions. No matter what may happen, we must not be scandalized, 
as I will proceed to show you. 

The troubled sea of this world abounds with many dangerous 
rocks, upon which the little ships of many Christian souls strike, 
and are wrecked and lost. Not the least of these rocks are the scan- 
dals of which our Saviour warns us in such a fatherly manner in to- 
day’s Gospel. There is a difference in scandal, a scandal that is given 
and a scandal that is taken. To scandalize by giving scandal means 
to tempt some one into sin by word or deed. If a father or mother 
curses and lies, slanders or blasphemes, makes use of unchaste words 
and improper songs, they then give their children and neighbors 
scandal; that is to say, they induce their children and neighbors to 
follow their example, to curse and lie, to slander and blaspheme, 
to use improper words and songs. What a grievous sin this sort 
of scandal is we may understand by the words of Christ, which 
say: “ but he that shall scandalize one of these little ones that be- 
lieve in me, it were better for him that a millstone should be hanged 
about his neck, and that he should be drowned in the depth of the 
sea.” (Matt. xviii. 6.) But of this scandal-giving the Saviour does 
not speak in to-day’s Gospel, but of scandal-taking. We take scandal 
when we are induced, by the doings and sayings of our fellow men, 
to indulge in sinful thoughts, judgments, conversations, and ac- 
tions. This taking of scandal is just as common as to give scandal, 
and I should not find time in these few moments to enumerate all 
different ways in which we can take scandal. The greater part of 
men take scandal either at the wicked lives of their fellow creatures 
or at the apparent happiness of the ungodly. 

I do not believe that I shall be mistaken if I suppose that one or 
other in this congregation has thought or said, again and again: 
“This or that one is a drunkard, is unchaste, or a miser, or proud, 
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or given to some other sin. Why should i be blamed or punished 
if I am guilty of the same faults?’ The bad example of his fellow 
man is a scandal and an occasion of sin to him. But tell me, my 
dear Christians, whom should we imitate in our thoughts and ac- 
tions, words and deeds—the words and examples of wicked men or 
the teaching and example of Jesus Christ? And if you all make 
answer, “ the teaching and example of Jesus Christ,” what do you 
suppose will be the punishment of those who allude to their fellow 
men, and thereby excuse their sins and excesses, by saying, “ Others 
talk and behave like this’? Not at ail; for not the conduct of wicked 
men, but the conumnandments of God must be the standard toward 
which we must aim. There are vermin who dwell only in dirt and 
filth. You resemble these if you occupy yourself always with the 
sins, faults and omissions of your fellow men. If you must busy 
yourself with the doings and sayings of others, at least do as the 
bees do: they do not extract the poison but the honey from the swainp 
plants. Pay no attention to the sins and failings of your fellow 
men, so as to take scandal, but rather observe their virtues and their 
talents, that you may imitate them. “ When you behold a fault in 
your fellow man,” says St. Bernard, “examine and see whether 
you have not the same yourself, and then do better; if you observe 
anything good or praiseworthy in him which you do not possess, 
then learn it of him.” This is in accordance with Christian charity 
and reason. 

Many complain that the ungodly lead a happy life, at least as 
far as appearances are concerned, while the just and the upright 
have to endure so many persecutions and contradictions. This was 
remarked by the prophet Jeremias, and he asks: “ Why doth the 
way of the wicked prosper? Why is it well with all them that 
transgress and do wickedly?” (xii. 1.) And King David com- 
plains: “ Because I had a zeal on occasion of the wicked, seeing 
the prosperity of sinners. They are not in the labor of men, 
neither shall they be scourged like other men. Behold, these are 
sinners, and yet abounding in the world they have obtained riches. 
And I said: Then have I in vain justified my heart, and washed my 
hands among the innocent.” (Ps. Ixxii. 3.) But, dear Christians, 
do not mind if you see the just oppressed and persecuted, while 
many a sinner has everything in abundance! Do not be scandalized, 
and do not think: “ There is no God, as otherwise He would not 
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permit this.” Remind yourselves of those words of Christ, “‘ These 
things have I spoken to you, that you may not be scandalized,” 
when you are hated, persectited and oppressed, for it is a disposition 
of God that, “ All who will live piously in Jesus Christ shall suffer 
persecution ” (II. Tim. ii. 12). Jesus Christ, the Son of God Him- 
self, had to experience this. for through His cross and Passion He 
entered into His glory. We, who are His disciples and servants, 
must not expect a better lot, for the disciple is not greater than the 
master, nor the servant than his lord. This should be our con- 
solation when we have to suffer unjustly, while all goes well with 
the ungodly. Our sufferings will only last as short a while as 
their happiness, for after this short earthly life comes the judgment, 
when every one will be rewarded for according to his work. At that 
moment the ungodly will have to pay dearly for the short term of 
happiness they enjoyed upon earth. Let us then never be scandal- 
ized, neither at the bad examples nor at the apparent happiness of 
the ungodly, but let us do and act according to the commandments 
of God, and endure all our sufferings and tribulations patiently, 
in the hope that then our reward will be great before the Lord! 
Amen. 


SERMON. 


THE FOLLOWERS OF CHRIST SHOULD GIVE 
TESTIMONY OF HIM. 


“And you shall give testimony, because you are with me from the begin- 
ning.”’—John xv. 27. 


SYNOPSIS.—The struggle between the King of heaven and the prince of 
darkness. Christ won victory over hell and founded His Church to 
continue the struggle to complete His victory. His words to the Apostles: 
“Vou will give testimony of me,” also apply to us. We must give testi- 
mony by Icading a Christian life. We must imitate Christ in our will, 
our words, and our works. 

I, The will of Christ. His example in submitting His will to the will 
of the Father. How Christians should imitate His example. Many, 
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however, do not give testimony of Christ in this respect, but act like 
the heathens. 

II. The words of Christ. He had no words but those of mercy and 
consolation. Has your speech been of this description? Is the speech of 
many Christians not rather giving testimony of satan? 

LII. The works of Christ. St. Bernard’s conception of Jesus. He 
practised His teaching. If Christians would practise their faith the whole 
world would soon be Christian. Love of body, comfort, and pleasure 
stronger than our faith. Exhortation. 


When two kingdoms are at war with one another it is easy to 
distinguish the soldiers of either party by their arms, their uniforms, 
and their flags. A violent struggle has been going on since the 
beginning of the world between the King of heaven and earth and 
the prince of darkness as to which of them the human race should 
belong. Christ, the Redeemer, by His death and resurrection, has 
won the victory over hell. Before He entered gloriously into heaven 
as a conqueror, leading with Him the souls of the just of the old 
law, as the first-born of His victory, He founded His Church upon 
earth as His kingdom, in which we should continue to combat 
against hell, and by His power we should and could complete the 
victory. Therefore He says to His Apostles, the generals of His king- 
dom, “ You will give testimony of me,” and Holy Writ says of them, 
“ With great power did the Apostles give testimony of the resurrec- 
tion of Jesus Christ, our Lord.” (Acts iv. 33.) The words of Christ 
apply also to us. We are all obliged to give testimony of Him, not 
by sermons and miracles, as the Apostles did, but by our life, by 
the imitation of Jesus; for as we have all become members of His 
body, and have received from Christ the name of “ Christians,’”’ we 
are obliged to lead a life worthy of this Chief, not to bring disgrace 
upon His Holy Name, but so to live that in our life the Christian 
can be distinguished from the non-Christian. This is our testimony 
of Christ. I will now speak on this subject. In the Canticle of 
Canticles, the divine Bridegroom says to the soul that loves Him: 
(Cant. viii. 6): “ Put me as a seal upon thy heart, as a seal upon 
thy arm.” We bear this seal of Christ when we imitate Him: 


I. In our will. 
II. In our words. 
III. In our works. 


I. 1. David expresses what the will of our Redeemer was in 
these words, which the Holy Ghost permits Him to speak (Ps. 
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xxxix. 8-9): “In the head of the book it is written of me that I 
should do thy will: O my God, I have desired it, and thy law in 
the midst of my heart.” But Christ says of Himself (John vi. 
38), ‘“ Because I came down from heaven, not to do my own will, but 
the will of him that sent me,” and (John iv. 34) “ My food is to do 
the will of him that sent me”; and the Apostle extols Him, saying 
(Phil. ii. 8) : “ He humbled himself, becoming obedient unto death, 
even the death of the cross.” When He descended from the glory 
of heaven upon earth He sacrificed Himself to the will of His 
Father. ‘“ Thou willest, O my God,” He said, as it were, with com- 
plete resignation, “ that I should be born in a desolated stable ; that I 
should shed my blood at the circumcision ; that I should flee before 
Herod ; that I should bear the burdens and the troubles of this earthly 
life for three and thirty years. Thou willest that I should be betrayed, 
despised, spit upon, buffeted upon the cheeks and scourged, 
crowned with thorns, nailed to the cross, and suffer the most cruel 
of deaths. My God, I will it also. I am ready to suffer these and 
still greater afflictions.” 

2. Now, dear Christian, behold and act according to this model 
in thy dispositions. When a thousand disappointments beset you, say, 
too, ‘““ My God, I will it!’’ When poverty afflicts you, when the 
calumniator’s tongue wounds you, when false friends deceive you, 
when sickness visits you, when bodily pains torment you, with in- 
vincible patience imitate Christ, and say, “ My God, I will it!” 
You must have these dispositions, this will; then the life of Christ is 
your model and you give testimony of Him. 

3. How have you acted up to the present? Examine yourself 
and acknowledge how different your dispositions have often been 
to those of the Lord. Ah, how many ambitious people there are 
whose whole thoughts and actions are directed toward the acquisi- 
tion of honor, recognition, offices, and dignities! How many ava- 
ricious people who ponder night and day how to increase their mam- 
mon! How many worldings who think continually of their pleas- 
ures! How many revengeful souls who will not forget the insults 
they have endured! Is this giving testimony of Christ? Do not 
the heathens do likewise, who give testimony of satan? 

II]. 1. Of what kind are the words of Christ the Lord? Peter 
once said (John vi. 69), “ Thou hast the words of eternal life,” for ali 
His words were directed to the honor of God, the extirpation of 
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sin, the growth of virtue, and the salvation of souls. Consider this 
in the seven last sacred words which He spoke from the cross in the 
midst of His death-agony. Ilirst He prayed to the heavenly Father, 
“ Father, forgive them, tor they know not what they do.” (Luke 
Xxili. 34.) These are words of mercy and reconciliation. To the 
penitent thief He said, “ This day thou shalt be with me in para. 
dise”” (Luke xxiii. 43)—words of blessed promise. He addresses 
these words to His Blessed Mother, * Woman, behold thy son!” and 
to His disciple, ** Behold thy mother!” (John xix. 26.) What 
consoling words! In the moment of abandonment He cries out, 
with entire submission and confidence in God, * My God, my God, 
why hast thou forsaken me?” (Matt. xxxvii. 46.) His desire to 
suffer still more and in the highest degree for the sake of our sal- 
vation is proved to us by His cry, “I thirst” (John xix. 28), “It 
is consummated” (John xix. 30). He says, full of joy, that He 
has completed our redemption, and He recommends His soul with 
resignation into the hands of His Father: “ Into thy hands I com- 
mend my spirit.” (Luke xxiii. 46.) Now, dear Christians, look 
at this model and act accordingly in thy words. Whatever you speak 
must be to the honor of God, and to thine own and thy neighbor’s sal- 
vation. Speech is given to us, as a servant of God says, to praise 
God, to the edification of our neighbor. 

2. Have your conversations been of this description, dear Chris- 
tian? Ah, how different have they often been from the Lord’s! 
If we go into the houses and palaces of the rich and powerful, what 
talk, what conversations are there in vogue? What words do we 
hear in the halls of learning, in the assembly of the leaders of the 
people? In the streets we meet the indications of sensual pleasures, 
in the stores it is vanity ; at home, in the workshops, too often, un- 
iortunately, it is unbelief and blasphemy. Where is the place in 
which reputations are not blasted, slanders, blasphemies, oaths, and 
especially where improper conversations have not found a home, in 
our days? Even family life is no longer pure, and words are dropped 
into the ears of innocent children that poison their souls. Dear 
Christians, is this giving testimony of Christ? Do not the heathen do 
likewise, who give testimony of satan? 

III. 1. Let us consider, in conclusion, the works of the Lord. 
St. Bernard describes them to us thus: “ Under the name of Jesus ! 
picture to myself a man humble and meek of heart, kind, temperate, 
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chaste, merciful—in short, distinguished in every virtue and holi- 
ness.” Our Lord’s own teaching is witness that He was perfect 
in the practise of all the works which He taught. He says, 
“ Blessed are the poor in spirit,” and from His birth in the stable 
until His death upon the cross He was Himself the poorest, “ for He 
had not where to lay His head.” “ Blessed are the meek,” He says, 
and He forgives not only the wrong done to Him, but he rewards 
it with the richest of benefits. “ Blessed are the sorrowful;’ He 
expiated our sins by His whole body, and wept over them tears of 
blood. “ Blessed are they who hunger and thirst after justice ;” but 
His food was to do the will of His Father. ‘“ Blessed are the merci- 
ful;’” He heaped good deeds upon His enemies. “ Blessed are the 
peacemakers ;” He made peace between God and man: “ Blessed 
are those who suffer persecution for justice sake ;” He bears hatred 
and persecution on account of His teaching until His death. 

2. But how do we perform our works? Do you not love your 
body and your comfort inordinately, and adhere so obstinately to 
the maxims of the world that you are almost ashamed to be a 
Christian? Or you love sin, allow your vices to become habits, and 
have even laid aside all feelings of shame therefore, or you only 
think of that which is earthly, and live on like the unreasoning 
animal, constantly pursuing pleasures and sensuality. Unhappy 
Christian, is this the way to give testimony of Christ? Do not the 
heathen do the same, who give testimony of satan? Is it any won- 
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der that heretics and unbelievers are not converted when they see . 


that Catholics and Christians are worse than they are? 

3. Therefore, my dear Christians, behold, and behave according 
to the model that is shown to you. It is your duty to imitate the 
teaching and the example of the Redeemer and to practise diligently 
Christian perfection. You must serve God and reflect night and day 
upon His laws; you must crucify your flesh with its wicked desires ; 
you must not be overcome by adversity, nor dazzled by happiness. It 
is your duty so to practise the Christian virtues that even unbeliev- 
ers shall admire them, and say that they are not able to reach to 
such a high perfection. If this could be said of all Christians, surely 
the whole world would soon be Christian! 

Do not delay, dear Christian, to conform your life to the life of 
Jesus Christ, and thereby to give testimony of Him. Hear how the 
Apostle exhorts you (II. Cor. iv. 10): “ Always bearing about in 
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our body the dying of Jesus: that the life also of Jesus may be 
made manifest in our bodies.” By mortification you must make 
your life a copy of His life. Your eyes should not be overcurious, 
nor your mouth without shame, nor your sensual desires ungoy- 
ernable, as the heathens are; your conduct must not correspond 
with the life of the rich glutton. On the contrary, all those who see 
your retirement and your modesty must acknowledge that you are 
not only in name, but in deed and truth, a Christian, a follower of 
the Crucified One, and an heir of the kingdom of heaven. Amen. 


WHIT-SUNDAY. 
SHORT HOMILY FOR LOW MASS. 
BY THE REV. F. HEFFNER, 0.P. 
“But the Paraclete, the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my 


name, he will teach you all things, and bring all things to your mind, what- 
soever I shall have said to you.”—John xiv. 26. 


SYNOPSIS.—The Holy Ghost came upon the Apostles in the form of fiery 


tongues. The meaning of this. 
The wicked ways of the world since the fall of Adam. Even the 

Jewish people infected. The form of fiery tongues indicated that the 
Apostles were to proclaim the Gospel to the wicked world with tongues 
purified by fire, and also to kindle the fire of the love of God in the whole 
world. This fire spread with irresistible force, and we owe to the Holy 
Ghost the great good fortune of being called to the Christian faith. 

II. The evils of a bad tongue. The Holy Ghost came not only to 
fortify the heart, but also to reform the tongue. Sinful speech. Slander. 
The believers in Christ to speak with new tongues. 


We celebrate in the great feast of to-day the commemoration of 
the descent of the Holy Ghost, whom Christ had promised to His 
Apostles and to all those who believed in Him. ‘ And when the 
days of Pentecost were accomplished, they were all together in the 
same place. And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of 
a mighty wind coming: and it filled the whole house where they 
were sitting. And there appeared to them parted tongues as it 
were of fire: and it sat upon every one of them. And they were all 
filled with the Holy Ghost.” (Acts ii. 1-4.) The Holy Ghost came, 
therefore, in the form of fiery tongues upon the Apostles, and we 
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may ask, Why did this happen? This question I will answer for you 


to-day. 
1. The world was steeped in wickedness since the fall of our The 


wickedness of 

first parents ; they all had gone astray, like sheep who have no shep- the world. 
herd. With the exception of the Jewish people, all the nations had 

fallen away from the true God and worshiped idols. In place of 

the Creator they had substituted creatures, even images, which they 

had made with their own hands out of wood, stone, and metal, and 

to these they paid divine honors. The result was that sin and vice 

were common, but virtue very scarce. Even the Jewish people be- es? ‘is 
came infected with the general wickedness, and the Saviour found 

among this favored people of God only envy and opposition. He 

was blasphemed and persecuted, and died, a victim of their malice, 

upon the cross. The Saviour sent His Apostles into this ungodly 

and ruined world with the commission to bring men back to God 

by proclaiming His teaching and by the administration of His means 

of grace, and promised to send the Holy Ghost to them on the 

feast of Pentecost, that they might, through Him, be enabled to 
accomplish the great task of the salvation of men. But the Holy 

Ghost came down upon them in the form of fiery tongues, to indi- ye gery 


cate to them, on the one hand, that they must proclaim the teaching meSnSy of 


of Christ with tongues purified by fire, and thereby to enlighten the (6... nation 


darkness of heathendom, and, on the other hand, that they should ofthe Gospel,’ 


kindle the fire of the love of God in the whole world, and cleanse findling ofthe 


- of God. 


it from all sin and impurity. This is what the royal prophet David 
meant when he said: “ Thou makest thy ministers a burning fire: 
thou shalt send forth thy spirit, and thou shalt renew the face of 
the earth.” (Ps. ciii. 4, 30.) Yes, the fire which the Holy Ghost 
kindled by the tongues of the Apostles and their successors in all 
parts of the world was so strong that neither the powers of hell nor 
the cunning and malice of men could extinguish it: it seized hold 
of everything with irresistible force, spread itself all over the world, 
cleansed and purified the people, and renewed the face of the earth. 
And we, my dear Christians, without any merit of ours, walk in the 
light of the Gospel, and rejoice in the gifts and graces of the Holy 
Ghost. O may the fire of divine love which the Holy Ghost pours 
into our hearts burn and consume every unholy and godless creature, 
and incite us to flee from sin and to practise virtue. 

2. The Holy Ghost came also down upon the Apostles in the 
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form of fiery tongues, to point out that He wished to renew the 
tongues of men, so that for the future they might not talk of wick- 
edness, but only of that which was good. How necessary it is that 
the tongues of men should be renewed is best known to those who, 
at some time or other, have lost the peace and quiet of their con- 
science, and their honor and good name, on account of a bad tongue, 
St. James, speaking of a bad tongue, which can propagate so much 
misery, says (iii. 6) that the tongue is a fire which is lighted in hell. 
“ But the tongue,” says St. Bernard, “ which dissolves married love, 
disturbs the peace of families, and brings about dissensions and 
quarrels, is set on fire in hell; the tongue is lighted in hell which 
utters nothing but unchaste and sinful words, for the fire which 
comes from above is chaste and peacemaking.” Before the descent 
of the Holy Ghost the human tongue was in a bad way; the heart 
of man was, as we have already heard, ruined and wicked, and as 
the heart so was the tongue, for out of the fulness of the heart the 
mouth speaks. But the Holy Ghost had mercy upon the fallen and 
sin-entangled race. He came down not only to renew the heart, but 
also the tongue, and to teach us only to speak of that which is good, 
honorable, holy, and beseeming, and directed to the praises of God. 
We may see what a good teacher the Holy Ghost is in the first Chris- 
tians, who spoke incessantly of the great works of God; they praised 
and magnified God—grievous sin was not so much as mentioned 
among them. ‘ 

But how is it now with the tongues of Christians? Have they 
learned to converse of the Holy Ghost as is fitting that Christians 
should do? Are their tongues no longer set on fire in hell, but with 
that fire which Christ brought into the world and the Holy Ghost 
enkindles in the heart of every man? Ah, may God have mercy on 
us! Numberless Christians still speak like the heathens; that is to 
say, they make use of their tongues for lying, unchaste, blasphemous, 
uncharitable, and sinful conversations, and it would seem as if they 
had never learned in the school of the Holy Ghost. Go into any com- 
pany and inquire what sort of conversation they are indulging 
in? When the Saviour put this question to the disciples who were 
going to Emmans, He received for answer, that they were talking 
about Jesus of Nazareth. Do you imagine that your people would an- 
swer your question in this way? When people meet they talk, for the 
most part, about the weather, the price of provisions, of dresses and 
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millinery, of the faults and shortcomings of their neighbors, of a 
thousand other vain and sinful things, but they do not speak of God, 
of Christ, and of heavenly things! And who can measure the harm 
which is also caused by wicked tongues? Who can depict the 
sufferings of those who have lost their good name and reputation 
and the peace of their conscience by such a poisonous tongue? 

Dear Christians, the Saviour foretold that the believers in Christ 
would speak with new tongues (Mark xvi. 17) ; which means, as St. 
Gregory says, they will no longer speak of sinful but of good and 
spiritual things. Let us endeavor that this prophecy may be ful- 
filled in us! Let us from now on speak a new language. Formerly 
we sullied our conscience by our speech, we annoyed our neighbors, 
and offended God; we will sin no more with our tongue, we will 
speak chastely and honorably of that which is good and befitting, 
for the edification of our neighbor and the honor of God. May the 
Holy Ghost assist us with His grace! Amen. 


SERMON. 


CHILDREN OF THE HOLY GHOST AND CHILDREN OF 
THE WORLD. 


“ Know ye not that you are the temple of God, and that the spirit of God 
dwelleth in you? ”—I. Cor. iii. 16. 


SYNOPSIS.—Introduction. Whit-Sunday one of the great feast days in 
memory of our Redeemer. Christmas, Easter, Ascension. “I will send 
you the Comforter, the Holy Ghost.’ The Holy Ghost not only to guide 
Mother Church, but each individual soul. Children of the Holy Ghost 
and children of the world. 

(a) A child of the Holy Ghost—one that avoids grievous sin. 

Especially the sin of impurity. Purify your souls by penance. 

b) A child of the Holy Ghost adorned with numerous virtues. The 
principal virtues. 

(c) A child of the Holy Ghost fond of prayer. The Apostles as- 
sembled in prayer when the Holy Ghost descended upon them. 

II. (a) Children of the world in direct contrast. 

(b) The hearts of children of the world attached to worldly goods. 

(c) Children of the world strive after worldly pleasures. Not all 
enjoyment, however, forbidden. The difference. 

(d) Children of the world the lukewarm Christians. ; 

(e) Children of the world those that indulge in frivolous and sinful 
Speech. Exhoriation. 


From the beginning of the ecclesiastical year, which you, dear 
Christians, know commences with Advent, the holy Catholic 
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Church has celebrated glorious festivals in honor of our divine 
Saviour. First of all was the holy feast of Christmas, when the 
faithful rejoiced that the Redeemer had come down from heaven 
to deliver us from sin and eternal damnation; after that we cele- 
brated the joyful feast of the Resurrection, and we sang with the 
risen Saviour joyful alleluias because His bitter passion and our 
redemption was accomplished ; and, finally, a few days ago, we saw 
our divine Saviour return to His heavenly Father, from henceforth 
to take possession of His throne of glory for all eternity. But there 
the same Jesus, who in this world had done so many such unutterably 
great things for us, was not unmindful of our soul’s salvation: He 
kept His word, which He had spoken to His Apostles, and also to 
us—the word, “I will send you another comforter,” another deliv- 
erer, “the Holy Ghost,” and this Holy Spirit will not only rule over 
the holy Church founded by Him, but, according to the words of my 
text, He will enter into every soul and enlighten and guide them in 
the way of salvation; in Him we shall live, walk, and work for 
heaven. 

But do all men who have received the Holy Ghost cooperate with 
Him for heaven? In other words, are they all true children of the 
Holy Ghost? Unfortunately I must say that many men, although 
they have received the Holy Ghost, are not children of the Holy 
Ghost, but children of the world. I consider it, therefore, necessary 
to show you whereby we can recognize: 

I. Who ts a child of the Holy Ghost, and 
II. Who is a child of the world. 

I. Without doubt, dear brethren, that Christian is a child of the 
Holy Ghost who avoids all grievous sins, for the Holy Ghost can 
only dwell in a soul which is disunited from grievous sin; He is 
that purest Spirit in whose eyes sin is an abomination. Therefore 
St. Paul writes, “ Grieve not,” that is to say by sin, “the Holy Spirit 
of God.” (Eph. iv. 30.) Sin turns the abode of the Holy Ghost into 
an abode of satan. St. Gregory writes, therefore: “ The sinner’s 
heart is the devil’s workshop, but not the dwelling of the Holy 
Ghost.” It is especially the sin of impurity, whether committed by 
unchaste thoughts, words, or works, which drives the Holy Ghost 
out of our hearts, and closes against Him the entrance to our souls. 
“The sensual man,” writes St. Chrysostom, “can not receive the 
grace of the Holy Ghost.” And Holy Writ says, in expressive words, 
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that on account of this sin the Holy Ghost can not remain in man. 
“My spirit,” we read, “shall not remain in man forever, because 
he is flesh” (Gen. vi. 3) ; in other words, because he is addicted to 
the lust of the flesh. 

For this reason, dear Christians, if through a sinful life you have 
lost the Holy Ghost, strive by penance to purify your soul again 
from sin, so as to receive the Holy Ghost into your heart again. St. 
Peter exhorts us to do this in the words: “ Do penance, and be bap- 
tized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ, for the remis- 
sion of your sins: and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” 
(Acts ii. 38.) Reflect upon what you have lost through sin, namely, 
that you are no longer a child of the Holy Ghost. Let us do penance, 
that we may obtain the heavenly treasure again! 

Without doubt, I say further, is the Christian a child of the Holy 
Ghost if his heart is adorned with numerous virtues. As our divine 
Saviour in Holy Communion enters only into a virtuous heart, and 
that the Christian before receiving the same should excite feelings 
of virtue, even so the Holy Ghost will only dwell in those souls 
which are adorned with these virtues; in such a soul He has 
an abiding dwelling place. Just as the oil keeps the light burning, 
and the flame is extinguished when the oil is all used, just so is 
the Holy Ghost—the light and fire of the soul—preserved within 
us by virtue and good works. St. Augustine, therefore, in a sermon 
on the feast of Pentecost, tells his listeners: “ The promises of our 
Redeemer have been fulfilled ; our Lord Jesus Christ is ascended into 
heaven, and the Holy Ghost has come down from heaven ; there re- 
mains for us, in order that this double event be fulfilled in us, to 
preserve within us by a virtuous life the Holy Ghost who has 
descended, and by leading such life to follow Jesus Christ, who 
has ascended. And this virtuous life of ours should consist in a 
firm faith, in the hope of God’s mercy, in the love of God and our 
neighbor, in humility, in being at peace with our neighbors, and in 
piety and the fear of God, especially in purity of heart and 
chastity. Where these virtues are found in the souls of Christians, 
there we find the true children of the Holy Ghost. 

Finally, dear Christians, I say, a sure mark of a child of the Holy 
Ghost is borne by that one who is a child of prayer, especially when 
he often prays to God for the gifts of the Holy Ghost. Our divine 
Saviour demands such a prayer from us when He says: “If you, then, 
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being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much 
more will your Father from heaven give the good Spirit to them 
that ask him?” (Luke xi. 13.) The Apostles serve us with an ex- 
ample that the heavenly Father grants the Holy Ghost and His gifts 
to those who ask Him. He promised the Holy Ghost to them with 
these words: “ And I will ask the Father, and he shall give you an- 
other Paraclete, that he may abide with you forever.” (John xiy, 
16.) What, therefore, did the Apostles do when they returned to 
Jerusalem after the ascension of Jesus into heaven from the Mount 
of Olives? They adjourned to an upper room where they lived, and 
they all united together in prayer with Mary. 

And being assembled there in the same manner, in prayer, on the 
feast of Pentecost, suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of 
a mighty wind coming: and it filled the house where they were sit- 
ting,-and there appeared to them parted tongues, as it were of fire; 
and it sat upon each of them; and they were all filled with the Holy 
Ghost, and they began to speak with divers tongues, according as 
the Holy Ghost gave them to speak. (Acts ii. I, 2.) Should we, dear 
Christians, pray less than the Apostles did for the Holy Ghost and 
His gifts: Our holy Church imitates the Apostles in invoking God 
for the Holy Spirit. Through the entire week of Holy Pentecost 
she prays by the mouth of the priests, “ Come, Holy Ghost, and visit 
the souls of Thy servants.” She sings that beautiful hymn, “ Veni 
Creator Spiritus’ (“ Come, Creator Spirit”), that He may descend 
into the souls of the faithful, and enlighten them by the word of God. 
Pious Christians have always prayed to the Holy Ghost for His seven 
gifts. A pious abbot named John cried out to his listeners in a ser- 
mon: “ We will beseech God to grant us His Holy Spirit that He may 
fructify and refresh our hearts with the rain and dew of His grace.” 
Yes, we will pray frequently for his sublime grace, and with heart and 
voice repeat after St. Augustine those beautiful words : “ Breathe per- 
petually, O Holy Ghost, Thy holy work within me, that I may think 
upon it; move me, that I may do it; persuade me, that I may love 
Thee; strengthen me, that I may hold Thee fast; keep me, that I 
may not lose Thee!” Truly, those who pray thus possess the Holy 
Ghost, and are indeed true children of the Holy Ghost! 

II. I say, dear Christians, that the children of the world stand in 
direct contrast to the children of the Holy Ghost. 

The children of the world, dear Christians, are manifestly those 
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men to whom the world is everything, to whom the world and 
all that it offers is of more consequence than heaven—I might 
say, to whom the world is their God. To them belong those men 
who are attached with their whole hearts to transitory things ; who 
make only the one effort to accumulate the treasures and wealth of 
this world, to become possessed of them. Tell me, is it conceivable 
that such efforts could proceed from a heart filled and animated by 
the Holy Ghost? Does the Holy Ghost not say in Holy Writ: “ If 
riches abound, set not your heart upon them.” (Ps. Ixi. 11.) Can 
man, then, who has sold his heart wholly and entirely to the world 
and its treasures and possessions, say of himself that his exertions 
are holy and directed to heaven? Let the Holy ‘Ghost, dear Chris- 
tians, reign in your hearts, that he may turn them toward God and 
heaven, in heaven alone, where are true riches and treasures. “ Seek 
first,” that is to say, more than all earthly things, “the kingdom of 
God.” 

The children of this world are manifestly those persons who only 
strive after the joys and pleasures of this life. God has created us for 
heaven and its joys, “ to the purchasing of salvation,” as the Apos- 
tle writes. (I. Thess. v.9.) At the same time, He has not forbid- 
den us the enjoyment of worldly pleasures, for St. Paul says: “ Re- 
joice with them that rejoice.” (Rom. xii. 15.) But God has not 
created us that we should enjoy solely the pleasures of the world 
without thinking of heavenly joys, nor strive after them, much less 


that we should strive for them alone. “ Seek first the kingdom of: 


God.” But, alas! how many people, how many Christian people, 
think only of joy, of pleasure, of the enjoyment of pleasures, and the 
lust of the world! How many seek these alone, and desire to enjoy 
them, without thinking of the joys of heaven, or longing for them! 
Worldly festivities with joyful meetings, with all the pleasures of 
the table; worldly pleasures with rioting and debauchery; worldly 
feasts with music and dancing; worldly festivities on Sundays and 
holy days: this is what occupies the attention of so many people— 
their hearts desire it, without ever being satiated. Pleasures, and 
still more pleasures, enjoyment on enjoyment: this is what so many 
people are striving for. Now tell me, dear Christians, do not all 
these worldly pleasures and enjoyments generally bring grievous 
sins in their train? Do they not at least bury virtue beneath their 
pleasures, and are you not led thereby to eternal damnation? Can 
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the Holy Ghost dwell and work in the hearts of such people, who 
only serve the spirit of the world? 

The children of this world, I will say further, are manifestly 
those people who lead a tepid life, forgetful of God; in them the 
Holy Ghost can not be, for He is and lives only in the pious and 
God-fearing. Holy Scripture says of Simeon that he was God- 
fearing, and it adds these words: ‘“‘ The Holy Ghost was in him.” 
(Luke ii. 25.) He was God-fearing, he was pious, as the Holy Scrip- 
ture says of him. He came, as it says further on, “in answer to the 
Holy Ghost,” and he had the grace to take into his arms the Infant 
Jesus, and he blessed God for this grace (Luke ii. 28.) Would 
Simeon have had this grace if the Holy Ghost had not dwelt in him, 
and if he had not led a pious, God-fearing life? (Can we, then, say 
of lukewarm Christians that within them dwells the Holy Ghost, who 
instils in men the virtue of the fear of God and piety ; may we say that 
of the lukewarm Christian who does not fear God, who does not lead 
a pious life nor visit the temple of God frequently, who neglects his 
morning and night prayers, who receives the Holy Sacraments 
either not at all or only once a year? No, I reply, he is a child of 
the world, he lives only for the world, he feels no desire to do good 
for heaven, and for this reason that it can not be said of him, as of 
the pious Simeon: “ The Holy Ghost is in him.” 

In conclusion, those are the children of the world, and not the 
children of the Holy Ghost, who speak the language of the children 
of the world, and not the language of the Holy Ghost. But what 
language does the Holy Ghost speak? We see this in the holy 
Apostles. They are zealous to receive the Holy Ghost, who came 
down upon them in the form of fiery tongues, that they may speak 
tor the holy faith; they preach virtue, they exhort to charity and 
peace, to mercy and justice, to chastity, and to a holy Christian life. 
But what is the language spoken by so many children of the world, 
over whom the Holy Ghost descended in the Holy Sacrament of 
Confirmation? I reply, they speak the language of the devil in de- 
risive discourses on the holy faith; in unchaste conversations and 
stories; in curses and maledictions; in blasphemies against God 
and everything that is sacred to a Christian; in slander and se- 
ducing their neighbor to do wrong. The fiery tongue of the Holy 
Ghost, I might almost say, which descended upon them as it did 
upon the Apostles, even if invisibly, has been exchanged for the poi- 
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sonous tongue of the devil, and for this reason they only speak the 
language of the devil, and not the language of the Holy Ghost. 

O Christian, if your heart is so made that it only strives for the 
treasures and joys of the world; O Christian, if your heart is cold 
and lukewarm in the service of God; O Christian, if your tongue 
does not speak the language of the Holy Ghost, but the language 
of the devil, ah, then, be horrified at the unhappy state of your soul— 
the Holy Ghost does not live and operate in your heart! On this 
holy festival of the Holy Ghost, therefore, lift up your hands to 
God and pray fervently for your soul: “O my God, who hast en- 
lightened the hearts of Thy faithful through the Holy Ghost, 
grant that henceforth I shall speak only in this same spirit of 
heavenly things, that I may pray and work only for that which is 
heavenly, only accumulate treasures and merits for heaven, so that 
I may be found worthy one day to reach there where Thou with 
the Holy Ghost rules on the throne of heaven for all eternity.” 
Amen. 


CHILDREN’S FIRST COMMUNION. 
SERMON. 


HOLY COMMUNION A MEMORIAL OF THE LOVE 
OF JESUS TOWARD US. 


“The bread that I will give, is my flesh for the life of the world.” 
—John vi. 52. 


SYNOPSIS.—Introduction. The act which you are about to perform the 
most holy upon earth. Angels, and all those present, rejoice with you. 
You are pure now—will you remain so? So that you may be better 
guarded against sin I will show you the great love of Jesus in this 
Sacrament. 

I. Jesus, for love to us, present in this Sacrament, in His divinity and 
humanity. 

(a) As the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. 
Golgotha and Holy Mass. Satisfaction for the sins of the world. The 
Son of God mediator between God and mankind. Behold, this Lamb 
of God comes to you to-day: 

(b) As our help and consolation. The Church His abode, the taber- 
nacle His throne. “Come unto me all you who are sorrowful and 
heavily laden; I will refresh you.” In all afflictions He the refuge of 
Christians. Take also your troubles to Him. 

(c) As the food for our souls. The table of God. The bread of 
angels. The Son of God our food. 

II. Jesus humbling Himself for love to us. Benefaction measured 
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by the effort required. Our God and Creator abandons His majesty and 
glory and takes the form of bread. 

III, What does Jesus expect from us in return? Too often receives 
ingratitude. Exhortation. Renewal of baptismal vows. Blessing. 


In a few moments, dear children, you will perform the most holy 
act which there is possible upon earth, for then you will receive 
Jesus, the Son of God, with His divinity and humanity. The act 
is so great, so beautiful, and above all things so holy, that if it were 
possible the angels of God would gladly change places with you 
to-day. If your parents and relatives look upon you to-day with 
joyful sentiments, and if the participation in your happiness draws 
tears from their eyes, who can wonder? And if all those present 
think, with a mixture of joy and sadness, first of you and then of 
themselves, who can be surprised? Years ago they, too, stood in your 
place, to do what you are going to do to-day. Ah, would that they 
were all to-day as they were then! I, too, rejoice with you to-day, 
and wish you every happiness. I have every reason to rejoice, for 
I cherish the conviction that you will prepare a joyful reception for 
the Son of God in your souls. You are pure, I hope, and when the 
Saviour comes He will find a believing, a repentant and humble, a 
pious heart, a heart in which you have kindled the fire of holy 
charity. One thought only disturbs me. You are pure and pious 
now, but will you always remain so? You are happy to-day, but 
may you not have to confess later, with sighs, that this day was the 
first, but unfortunately also the only, happy day of your life? To- 
day you receive Communion piously and devoutly, but will you 
receive Communion afterward with such piety and devotion? O 
may the iove of Jesus never become cold within you! In all your 
future Communions may the Son of God find you as pure and as 
holy as you are to-day! Surely, my dear children, Jesus deserves 
this, and you owe it to Him on account of the infinite love which 
He shows to you and to all of us in this holy Mystery. We call it a 
memorial of love, and it is in fact the work of the greatest and 
most disinterested love. So that you may never sin against this 
Mystery, never dishonor it, never receive it unworthily, I will show 
you in what this great love consists, which Jesus therein manifests. 

I. The Most Holy Sacrament of the Altar is a memorial of 
God’s infinite love toward us. To understand this we must consider 
what Jesus does and will do for us in this Mystery. He is really 











SERMON FOR FIRST COMMUNION. 497 


and truly present in the same with His divinity and humanity; He 
is present there: 


(a) As the Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world. J 


As such he went to Golgotha 1900 years ago, laden with the heavy 
cross, there to die and to do penance for the sins of men. And 
behold, in these days, hundreds of priests at the altars every 
morning to offer up the same Lamb of God. In Holy Mass the 
adorable Mystery of the Holy Eucharist is celebrated; there the 
Son of God ascends from the hands of the priest; there He offers 
Himself perpetually to His heavenly Father. And why does this 
happen? Out of infinite love. He wishes to make satisfaction for 
the sins of the world to appease the wrath of God. The world 
heaps in the most terrible manner sin upon sin, and the Son 
of God never ceases to appease the wrath of His heavenly Father 
by the sacrifice of Himself. It is this sacrifice which withholds the 
avenging arm of justice. We have to thank this sacrifice that God 
does not chastise the sinful world as it deserves. Every day the 
Son of God upon innumerable altars stands as a mediator between 
His Father and miserable mankind; He begs forgiveness for them, 
and offers up His passion and death in satisfaction for their crimes. 

Therefore, my dear children, reflect upon the great grace that this 
Lamb of sacrifice comes to you to-day, and as often as you approach 
in the future the table of the Lord: to be your mediator with His 
heavenly Father. “ Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the 
sins of the world: ” this is what the priest says to you, holding the 
sacred Host in his hand, when you are about to receive Holy Com- 
miunion. O receive it always with becoming love, with the most fer- 
vent devotion! Pray thus to Him: “O Thou Lamb of God, who 
takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon me!” 

(b) In the Most Holy Mystery which you are going to receive, 
Christ is not only present in the Lamb of God who sacrifices Himself 
for us, to wipe out our debt of sin and to appease the wrath of God, 
but at the same time He dwells perpetually among us as our helper 
and consoler in all our needs. 

The church is His abode, the tabernacle His throne, and there 
He abides day and night in the midst of His faithful, to receive and 
to console all those who turn to Him in their need. “Come unto 
Me,” He cries out to us, “all you who are sorrowful and heavily 
laden: I will refresh you: with Me you will find rest for your souls.” 
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Did ever a prince speak more gently and graciously to his sub- 
jects than the Son of God here speaks to the children of men? 
Thousands of the oppressed have at all times accepted this invitation ; 
in their sufferings and woes they sought out the church; there they 
threw themselves upon their knees before the altar, full of conf- 
dence, and laid their petitions and their necessities at the feet of 
the Crucified One, and never did any one go from thence without 
being consoled. When a danger menaced the Church, the faithful 
flocked to their Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. If a plague or 
pestilence or famine broke out anywhere the faithful took refuge 
with the divine Saviour. And did these petitions ever remain un- 
heard? Never, my beloved! 

Go to Him, too, as often as you are in trouble. To whom can 
you turn with greater certainty when a cross lies heavy upon you? 
If you have faith there is no one to whom you can turn with 
greater confidence than to Jesus in the Most Blessed Sacrament. 
For behold here present the Lord of all things! “ Under the form 
of bread is that God contained who knows no bounds.” Is God’s 
arm not powerful enough to help you? Or is He wanting in love 
and kindness to wish to aid you? For our sakes He dwells here, 
not for His sake. Here He hides the riches of His love and mercy, 
to help all those who come to Him. 

i ttin (c) It is a great benefit, dear children, for us to have the Most 
aaa Holy Sacrament always in our midst; we are thereby always near 
to our God, and God is near us, to give us consolation and assist- 
ance. But the love of Christ goes still farther in this holy Mystery, 
for He is here at the same time as the food of our souls. When any 
one is invited to a royal table, what a distinction, what an honor 
for him! But here it is a question of a table more than royal— 
here is the table of God! The Son of God Himself has prepared it; 
He, the King of kings, invites every one to it. To whom is this 
invitation extended? Does He send it to the castles of emperors 
and kings, of princes and wealthy people? Does He seek out the 
great and mighty ones of this earth, so as to invite them before the 
rest of men? Oh, no; no one is shut out from this table; no one is 
preferred. There the subject kneels beside the prince, the beggar 
beside the rich man, the laborer and servant beside his master. The 
most humble is here the greatest. In the world you occupy a small 
place, perhaps, dear Christian; you have to make ends meet, to 
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worry, to work hard; the world knows and cares as little about 
you as if you did not belong to their kind. But behold how God 
honors you! He calls you to His table, and He there gives you the 
same love, perhaps a far greater love, than He does to the rich and 
well-to-do. 

And the food which God offers us at this table is no perishable 
bread, but the Bread of Angels, the heavenly manna, the heavenly bread 
of the faithful ; it is the most sacred body and blood of Jesus Christ. 
“The bread that I shall give you,” says the Saviour, “is my flesh 
for the life of the world.” “Take and eat, for this is my body.” 
This is the food which nourishes our souls to everlasting life. ‘“ He 
who eats my flesh, and drinks my blood, he has eternal life, and I 
shall raise him up at the last day. For my flesh is meat indeed, 
and my blood is drink indeed.” These are our Saviour’s own words. 
When therefore the priest gives the Sacred Host to the communi- 
cant, he says: “ The body of our Lord Jesus Christ preserve your 
soul unto life everlasting.” But Jesus Christ gives us not only His 
human nature, His human body as food; He also brings us His 
divinity. “ He who eateth me,” He says, “ he will live in me.” 

Dear Christians, what a miracle—what love! The Son of God, 
Almighty and Infinite, who bears the whole world in His hand, and 
whom the hosts of angels and saints reverently adore day and night, 
He deigns to become our food at this wonderful table; He visits us 
in our unworthy souls; He consecrates us as His temple, as His 
dwelling. Christians, how stupendous and wonderful is this love! 
To bear our God within us, to unite our unworthy flesh and blood 
with His most sacred flesh and blood, how great is this grace! 
Language has no words in which to express satisfactorily this mira- 
cle of divine love. What heart does not feel the most profound 
reverence and adoration, what head does not bow down humbly 
into the dust of the earth, what eye is tearless when we are about 
to approach the table of the Lord? And when the priest stands be- 
fore the altar, holding the sublime body of Jesus Christ in his hand, 
saying these words to us, “ Behold the Lamb of God, who taketh 
away the sins of the world,” who is not strongly affected then, who 
does not strike the sinful breast, saying: “ Lord, I am not worthy 
that Thou shouldst enter into my sinful soul!” This is enough, my 
beloved! He who believes in Jesus here, and does not burn with 
love, is as hard as stone and rock. 
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II. I have shown you what Jesus is, and what he does for us in the 
Most Holy Eucharist. He is here the Lamb of God, who sacrifices 
Himself for our sins ; He is here our constant helper and consoler in 
all our necessities ; He is here the heavenly manna which strength- 
ens and refreshes our souls; and if we consider all this as we ought 
to, we shall exclaim: “‘ Here, indeed, is the throne of grace; here 
is manifested the greatest, the purest, the infinite love of God 
toward us!” And yet you will admire this love still more when I 
draw your attention to one thing, namely, to the great condescension, 
yes, even humiliation, of the Son of God in the Holy Eucharist. 

The love of a man always appears the more beautiful the greater 
the sacrifice which is combined with it. If you endure hunger yourself 
so as to appease that of another, your love is greater and nobler 
than if you had given him of your abundance. Now look at the 
Holy Eucharist. Our God is there; but where is His splendor, 
His majesty and glory? As at the Incarnation, here also He 
strips Himself of His heavenly splendor. Yes, His humbleness 
is far greater than then. O look and marvel! He forsakes the 
glory of heaven and hides Himself under the form of bread, in the 
form of a little host. Love urges Him to do this. He does it 
only that He may unite Himself to us. He does it, that no one may 
be frightened away from His holy table by the splendor of His 
divinity. Here He foregoes His own honor and glory, that He may 
save us sinful men and make us happy. 

III. And what does He expect in return from men? Do we ac- 
knowledge His love and reward it with gratitude? We should think 
so; but it is not so in fact. Here, where He manifests the greatest 
love, here He receives the greatest abuse, the blackest ingratitude. 
Just consider the behavior which men show toward Him, how they 
dishonor and abuse Him. 

During the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass He offers Himself up for 
our sins to the Father, and He implores His grace and mercy. And 
what do men do? Many do not think it worth while to attend this 
act even if they easily can. Others attend, but without thinking 
what is here done for them. Others even misbehave during the 
same; laugh, talk, and occupy themselves with other things. Others 
go so far as to calumniate and ridicule it, and to call it a cursed 
idolatry. Who does not shudder at this? Our blessed Saviour ex- 
periences all this in His work of love, and still He is not prevented 
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by such irreverences from continuing the same so as to appease the 
wrath of God. 

The Son of God dwells in the tabernacle, to be near us in all our 
necessities, to be the helper of all the oppressed. But what do men 
do? They have so little confidence in Him that they would rather 
bear their trouble and their misery for years, or lie bound by their 
passions, than that they would fall on their knees before their Sav- 
jour and pour out their hearts to Him in all humbleness and devo- 
tion. And what do those do who are consoled and delivered, per- 
haps without knowing from whence the help came? Instead of 
being grateful to Him, they begin to get bolder, and to grieve Him 
by their sins. And thus is the Son of God misunderstood and 
sneered at, and yet He never ceases to dwell among us and to prove 
His love for us. And His love goes so far that He even receives 
His betrayers and enemies with outstretched arms when at last they 
come to Him. In the Holy Eucharist Jesus desires to nourish our 
souls with His most sacred flesh and blood. And what is the re- 
ward for such love? Undoubtedly there are many pious Chris- 
tians who prepare a pure and beautiful dwelling in their hearts for 
the Saviour, and prepare Him thereby a great joy; but—and this 
is awful!—many do violence to the Son of God and compel Him 
to enter into an unworthy soul; into a soul without devotion; into 
a soul without love; into a soul without contrition and humility; 
into a soul still steeped in the filth of sin; into a soul more like a 
filthy, foul sewer than a temple of God. I say they do violence 
to Him; or is it no violence when they dare to approach the altar 
in such a condition, when they let the priest hand them the Sacred 
Host, which they receive in their wicked souls, and thus oblige the 
Most Holy to enter into this defilement of sin and to dwell there? It 
is dreadful, and yet the Son of God ceases not to dwell in the Blessed 
Sacrament in spite of all these insults, so as to impart eternal life 
to pious souls. 

See, my dear children, thus far does the love of Jesus Christ ex- 
tend to us poor sinners. O appreciate the same, and never be un- 
grateful toward it! To-day you receive for the first time the pledge 
of this love, and, as I hope and trust, worthily and with consolation 
for your soul. After this day you will often come to the table of 
the Lord, so I hope and pray: receive this Holy Sacrament always 
as you do to-day. May all the Communions of your whole life be 
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like unto your Communion to-day, and so may be also your last. As 
your heart is to-day so full of faith and love, so full of humility and 
confidence, preserve it so until your deathbed. Promise this to me, 
promise it to your God. And that this promise may be kept ever 
sacred and faithfully, you will renew publicly and solemnly the 
holy vows which you made to God at your baptism. Answer these 
questions before God and the assembled congregation... ... 


RENEWAL OF THE BAPTISMAL Vows. 


You have now made your vows and promises. God grant you 
the grace to remain faithful to them. The blessing of Almighty 
God, the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost may descend upon you, and 
remain always with you. Amen. 


AFTER Hoty CoMMUNION. 


Dear children, you now hold Jesus within your hearts. The 
greatest honor which can be conferred upon man has been shown to 
you. Now prove yourselves worthy of this great grace. Let your 
thoughts enter the chamber of your heart to pass a few mo- 
ments at least with the exalted guest who has come to visit you, 
that you may converse with Him undisturbed. Offer up a devout 
thanksgiving ; recommend yourself to His protection, and carry to 
Him with confidence all the desires and needs of your heart. 
Do not leave the church without giving Him once more the sacred 
promise that you will reward His infinite love with a sincere and 
lasting love in return. Promise Him, sacredly and firmly, that you 
will never desecrate by sin your heart, which is His abode; that 
you will never alienate your soul from Him. Go forth in life with 
the firm resolution always to remain as pure as you are to-day, and 
rather to die than to offend Him by a mortal sin. And, that you 
may never falter in this resolution, approach the altar frequently to 
receive the Bread of Angels, the heavenly food of your souls. 
Happy are you if the bond of love and friendship between you and 
your Saviour never ceases in this life. You will then be happy 
in this life, and still greater will be your happiness and your joy in 
the life beyond. I will take leave of you in the beautiful words of 
St. John: “ Be faithful unto death, and God will give you the crown 
of eternal life.’ Amen. 














SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS. 


Sunday School Lessons for the Catechist. 


ELEMENTARY INSTRUCTIONS FoR LITTLE ONES. 
JESUS CHRIST. 
XXVII. 
THE CHILD JEsus was Goop AND Ki1np Towarp ALL MEN. 


Dear children, there are times when the sky is covered with clouds 
for many days in succession; then again, at other times, the sky is 
quite clear and bright, and its beautiful blue is not covered by a single 
cloud; now which of these times do you like best, when the sky is 
threatening or when it is clear? Now, both of these conditions are 
to be found in men. For instance, there are people who most of the 
time make a disagreeable, unpleasant face, as if they were at odds 
with all the world. No matter what you do for such people, you 
can never please them, and it is very hard to get on with them. But, 
again, there are others who are always kind and pleasant; you can 
notice it at once in their face that they are well disposed toward you; 
would you not much rather associate with these kind of people than 
with those who are disagreeable and unkind? Children, you must 
accustom yourselves to do those things which please you in others, 
and that which displeases you in others you must avoid, and break 
yourselves of the habit. You have said that kind people pleased you 
very much, and that you did not care for the company of disagreeable 
ones. What kind of children do you intend to be in the future? I 
will teach you now what things a friendly child should do. In pass- 
ing along the streets I have often noticed that some children, as 
soon as they see me, run away ; but others, on the contrary, greet me 
kindly. Now which of these children are friendly, those who run 
shyly away or those who greet me nicely and politely? Children, you 
should not only greet me, but every one whom you know, in a friendly 
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manner, and when any one greets you, you should thank him kindly, 
Now, what should a child do so that every one may be able to Say, 
“ That is a friendly child?” A friendly child must be good and kind 
to everybody. You can tell a kind child by its face—it always looks 
friendly. Children, I do not wish to see any disagreeable, sullen 
faces among you, for if you are like that as children, how will you 
look when you are grown up? And why should you not be always 
cheerful and kind. Does not Almighty God, your parents, teachers, 
and friends have charge of you, and do they not give you many pleas- 
ures? It would, therefore, be very ungrateful if you repaid them 
with discontent and unkindness. You can tell a kind child not only 
by its looks, but also by its words. What does a friendly child do 
when you meet it in the street? It greets you pleasantly. But there 
are other children who say nothing; they seem to be dumb. This is 
wrong. If you wish to be considered nicely behaved children, you 
must always be kind and greet everybody pleasantly. 

But, dear children, many a one looks pleasant and greets one 
kindly, who at the same time does not mean it, and at heart has 
evil thoughts, full of hatred and enmity, is such a person good 
and kind? The serpent spoke pleasantly to Eve in Paradise; he 
asked her why God had forbidden them to eat of all the trees, and 
when Eve answered: “ We may eat of all the trees in the garden 
except of that one in the middle. God said to us: ‘ If you eat thereof 
you shall surely die.’” ‘Oh, no,” said the serpent, “ you would not 
die. God knows that very well! As soon as you eat of it your eyes 
will really be opened. You will be like unto God, and know good and 
evil.” Children, was it true what ‘the serpent said? This is just 
how the devil acts nowadays when he wishes to tempt men to be 
wicked. A child, for instance, in entering a store, is tempted to steal 
the fruit which it sees exposed for sale. The devil says pleasantly: 
“Why don’t you take one? Nobody is looking. You would like so 
much to have one, and you will enjoy it!” Is this the truth? Oh, no. 
On the contrary, if that child obeys the flattering liar and steals, it 
will be punished. How? At least with remorse and suffering, which 
always follows sin. If it should be found out, then comes the shame 
and the consequent punishment, and if it does not do better, even the 
punishment of hell. Be warned, dear children, against the wicked 
tempter. Do not listen to him, no matter how agreeable his speech 
may he. Listen to this story: Cain one day was particularly kind to 





Av 


m———]—- (FO CPT m= Vr FS SO Ot al le 


ee 


— wee (RP FO OP 








SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS. 505 


his brother Abel. “Come,” he said to him, “ let us go together into 
the fields.” The good Abel went with him. Now, when Cain was far 
enough away from his parents, he seized hold of Abel and slew him. 
Was not this a most deceitful, false friendliness? O children, I 
have already warned you, but I must repeat it—never be false! 
Speak only according to the feelings of your heart! Have you ever 
looked in a mirror! When you do what kind of a picture do you 
see there? Your face, do you not? If you look pleasant you see a 
pleasant picture there, but if you are sullen looking the image re- 
flected in the mirror is sullen too. Your face should always be the 
mirror of your soul; one ought to be able to recognize at once 
what your thoughts are. If you are sad your expression also will 
be sad; if you are light-hearted your face should be joyous and 
bright. Never be false and deceitful! Now, remember how a kindly 
child ought to be. Jt should be honest and sincere toward every one. 
Was the serpent honest and sincere? Was Cain? Do you wish to 
resemble them? How should a kindly child behave toward every 
one? Children, occasions will present themselves when you will 
be able to show kindness and give assistance to other people; you 
should be particularly kind to the poor, the sick, to the aged and 
the unfortunate. If Jesus Himself were to come to you poor, sick, 
full of trouble and sorrow, would you not gladly help Him? Listen 
to what Jesus says on this subject! He said: “ Whatsoever you do 
to the least of my brethren, you do it unto me.” The least kindness 
which we show to the most abject of human beings Jesus accepts 
it as if it had been shown to Himself. And, furthermore, He has 
promised that He will give us a glorious reward in heaven. Do you 
wish to obtain one day a glorious reward? What, then, must you 
do to everybody? You must show kindness to everybody. This is the 
third thing that a child should do, that people may be able to say, 
“That is a good child.” 

The child Jesus was good and kind toward everybody. His lips 
only uttered the truth. It was impossible for Him to dissemble. He 
was sincere with everybody. All the children and their parents 
loved Him, and were afraid to displease Him. Whenever He met 
people He was always kind to them, and assisted and helped them 
in every possible way. Every day He was more and more beloved, 
and people rejoiced if they could only see Him. 

I am going to tell you now a story about a young girl whose kind- 
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ness and gentle manners will please you very much, and which was 
abundantly rewarded. 

Outside a certain old town there was a well where the maidens 
from the town came every evening to draw water. A traveler had 
arrived at the well from a long distance, bringing with him several 
camels. While the stranger was at the well Rebecca, a maiden from 
the town, came there to fetch water. She filled her pitcher. Then the 
stranger approached her and said, “ Give me to drink out of your 
pitcher?” She answered, “ Drink!” and kindly offered him her 
pitcher. Then she said, “I will also draw water for your camels.” 
The stranger was so pleased with Rebecca’s kindness that he gave 
her golden earrings and bracelets. When Rebecca went home and 
related what had happened to her, and her brother, who was called 
Laban, saw the golden bracelets which Rebecca wore, he went out 
hurriedly to the man at the well and said to him: “O thou blessed 
of the Lord, why dost thou remain out here? Come in at once. I 
have put the house in order, and made room for the camels as well.” 
He led the man into the house, unloaded the camels, and gave them 
straw and feed. Children, this brother and sister were both very 
kind and hospitable toward a stranger. Did Rebecca know that the 
man would reward her so handsomely? Why was Laban so officious 
and kind all at once. What did he see? And what did he hope to 
obtain? Now, which pleases you the most: when some one does a 
kindness out of good will toward another, or when it is done for the 
sake of the reward? Be good at heart and kind toward everybody; 
always be honest and sincere and show the greatest kindness, 
whether you may expect to be rewarded or not. Your reward in 
heaven will be the greater, therefore. 


XXVIII. 
& 
THE CHILD JESUS WAS VERY OBEDIENT AND HE was SUBJECT TO 
His PareEnrs. 


I. 


Dear children, tell me some of the benefits which we have re- 
ceived from God. If, then, all things come from God who is our 
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greatest benefactor? God created the grain, and every year He per- 
mits as much to grow as is necessary for man’s sustenance, but men 
must also do something that they may receive the gifts of God. Does 
God let the grain grow without man’s assistance, as, for instance, 
He lets the grass grow? What are the things that man must do to 
obtain the grain from God? Children, could you do this work—plow 
and sow and do whatever else is necessary? Who performs this 
work for you? If God had not given you parents who could pre- 
pare God’s benefits for you? Would you be able to live? Certainly 
not! Imagine a little child who can neither speak nor walk, that 
can not even eat anything unless the mother attends to it and places 
the food in its mouth ; without this care it would soon die of hunger. 
Who is our greatest benefactor upon earth? And from whom, after 
God, do we receive the greatest good? That you may understand 
this thoroughly, we will mention a few of God’s benefits which your 
parents help you to procure. Tell me, N—, who had this dress made 
for you? And who bought the shoes for you which you wear upon 
your feet? Tell me, N—, who cooks the dinner and places it on the 
table when you go home at noon? Tell me, N—, when it storms and 
rains, where do the children like to run to? And to whom does the 
home belong? Who provides the children with a dwelling? When 
a child is sick where is it put? Who bought the bed and arranged 
it there? And if the sick child wants anything, for whom does it call? 
Does the mother come, then, and take care of it? When you want 
anything, to whom do you go to obtain it? If you had no parents 
would you not be very unfortunate ? 

Your parents, children, have charge of your souls, too. Before 
you came to Sunday-school you knew something about God. Who 
told you about Him? Who taught you to make the sign of the 
cross, to fold your hands and to pray? Who exhorts you to be 
good children at home? What do parents do to naughty children? 
Why do they punish them; what must they become thereby? Who 
sends you to church and to school, where you are taught and learn to 
be good? Your parents, dear children, must love you very much 
because they are so good to you. Do you suppose that all these things 
are easy for your parents to do? Your parents must give themselves 
a great deal of trouble to provide you with all those things which are 
necessary for you. Parents look upon their children with pleasure ; 
it is a delight to father and mother to see their children around 
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them. When the parents see that a child is sad or has been crying, 
do they not ask the cause of it? Yes, they ask the child at once, 
what is the matter, or what it wants; and if it is anything that it 
ought to have, and the parents are able to give it, they do so. Now, 
if parents do everything in their power to make their children happy, 
is it right for children to neglect their parents and not to care for 
them? Is that behaving like an obedient child? 

Even the animals, who have no understanding, are grateful to man 
when they are treated kindly. Look at a dog, how he notices 
his master’s will; he knows directly, at one glance from his master’s 
eye, what he has to do, and he obeys promptly. It is too bad that 
children should let themselves be put to shame by an animal; that 
they should not mind their parents who are so good to them. Do you 
want to be ungrateful children? Be mindful of your parents, then; 
pay attention to their wishes. Are they obedient children who do 
everything to please their parents? An obedient child should do 
everything in its power to please its parents. 

I have said that your parents have to work very hard to earn 
everything that is necessary for their children. Children, although 
you are young, still you have hands; for what purpose has God 
given you hands? You must accustom yourselves to work while you 
are young. Children who do not like to work in their youth, but 
prefer to be idle, do not as a rule want to work when they are older. 
And what have we said about idleness? Shun idleness, therefore, 
and work willingly! You can not do very much, but you can help 
your parents and thereby make their work lighter. Will you do 
this? How unpleasant it is when you have to force a child to work. 
Whenever you can help either father or mother, do so cheerfully, 
for then only may you be called an obedient child! What, then, 
should an obedient child do? Help with the work. 

* T will tell you what good advice a mother once gave to her little 
girl as to how children should behave to their parents. 

Little Agnes was sitting with her mother one day under the trees 
in the garden, when suddenly a pigeon flew down in front of them. 
Both were startled for a moment. But they soon discovered that the 
bird, which had probably been chased by some mischievous boys, was 
quite exhausted and hardly able to move. The bird, which was a 





* At the end of Lesson 29 will be found a little story for boys which may 
be used in place of, or along with, the above. 
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beautiful snow-white pigeon, had taken refuge behind the little girl, 
and Agnes had no difficulty in catching it. “ Oh, how its heart does 
beat,” said Agnes, “and it looks at me with its pretty eyes, as if it 
would say, ‘Do not harm me!’ No, dear little pigeon, I will not 
hurt you. You have not flown to me in vain. I will take care of 
you.” 

The mother praised Agnes for the kindness which she had shown 
to the poor pigeon, and said: “ We must never repulse the unfor- 
tunate who take refuge with us. We should be kind to all those 
who are in want, and be gentle even to animals. Take the pigeon 
into the house and feed it.” Agnes’ mother had a pretty little cage 
made for the pigeon, which Agnes placed in the corner of her room. 
The pigeon soon knew Agnes very well and made itself quite at home. 
As soon as Agnes opened the cage door the pigeon would fly out and 
pick up the corn which she held in her hand. 

Children, would you not be pleased to have such a pretty, tame 
pigeon? Agnes was delighted with hers. One day, as she sat sew- 
ing at the open window, and the pigeon was picking up some crumbs 
from the floor, it suddenly flew out of the window and settled on a 
neighboring roof. Agnes was frightened, and she called to her 
mother, who came in and asked her what had happened. “O my 
pigeon,” said Agnes, crying, and she pointed with her finger to the 
roof, where the pigeon was sitting. “Call it,” said her mother. 
Agnes did so, and in a moment the pigeon flew down and 
rested on her outstretched hand. Agnes was delighted at such 
prompt obedience. But her mother said to her: “I see how pleased 
you are that your pigeon was so obedient; mind, and always be as 
obedient to me as the pigeon was to you. I shall then be even more 
delighted than you are now. Will you give me this pleasure, dear 
child?” Agnes promised that she would, and she kept her word. 
She became one of the most obedient little girls. Children, will you 
promise, too, to be very obedient children? Keep your word, as 
little Agnes did. Now, listen further to what happened. 

Agnes once made a little journey with her mother and she en- 
joyed herself very much. When she returned in the evening the 
pigeon flew to meet her, and showed a visible pleasure at her return. 
The servant told her that the pigeon had missed her, and had looked 
for her everywhere. “It is surprising how such a little bird should 
recognize its mistress and be so devoted to her.” “ Certainly,” said 
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Agnes. “It is very grateful for the corn which I give it every day.” 
Then her mother said: “Are you also as grateful as that? [| 
took you out and you have enjoyed yourself so much to-day, and 
yet you have not thought of thanking me for it. Don’t let a little 
bird put you to shame, but always be loving and grateful toward 
your parents.” Agnes had not thought this time of thanking her 
mother for the enjoyable day she had passed. Henceforth she was 
loving and grateful toward her parents. When she wanted anything 
she always said: “ Dear father, dear mother, please may I have this 
or that?” She was thankful for everything she received, and after 
saying grace and thanking God she always kissed her parents after 
every meal. Dear children, does little Agnes’ behavior please you? 
If so, then imitate it. Always be loving and grateful to your 
parents, for this is the third thing which an obedient child should do: 
It should be loving and grateful toward its parents. Now, who can 
tell me those things which an obedient child should be? 


XXIX. 


Tue CHILD Jesus wAs VERY OBEDIENT AND HE was SuBJECT TO 
His PARENTS. 


II. 


Children, God has promised to obedient children that they shall 
have a long life, and that they shall be prosperous here upon earth. 
The fourth commandment says: “ Honor thy father and thy mother, 
that thou mayest be long lived upon the land which the Lord thy God 
will give thee.” Dear children, always do everything that you can to 
please your parents; help them willingly at their work and always 
be loving and grateful toward them. You will thereby render-yourt 
parents happy, and God will grant you a long life and prosperity 
here upon earth. Now, listen how the child Jesus behaved toward 
His parents and what a beautiful example He gave. 

The child Jesus was very obedient, although He was the Son of 
God. He did everything He possibly could to please His Mother. 
He faithfully helped his foster-father, who was a carpenter, at his 
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work. He was full of love and gratitude toward His parents, and 
He was subject to them in all things. I will repeat this to you once 
more, and then I will divide it into several questions. What was 
the fourth beautiful attribute of the child Jesus? The child Jesus 
was very obedient, although He was the Son of God. When He no- 
ticed that anything pleased His Mother what did He do? He did 
everything that He possibly could to please His Mother. His foster- 
father was a carpenter and had to work very hard. Did Jesus help 
him? How did He behave toward His parents? He was full of 
love and gratitude toward His parents, and He was subject to them 
in all things. Who can repeat this now? 

O children, if Jesus has set you this beautiful example of obedi- 
ence to your parents in vain, if instead of imitating Him you should 
be disobedient to your parents—which God forbid!—and lazy at 
work, unkind and ungrateful, contradictory and stubborn toward 
them, then you will make them infinitely unhappy. Now listen what 
bad children deserve. Holy Scripture says: “ The eye that looks with 
contempt upon his father, and mocks at his mother, deserves to be 
plucked out by the ravens at the brook, and to be devoured by the 
young eagles.” This is the chastisement with which God threatens 
those children who are disobedient and wicked toward their parents. 
Ah, how many children have already met this punishment! As a 
rule, all thieves, robbers, and murderers were disobedient, bad chil- 
dren in their youth, who would not obey their parents and teachers, 
but became worse and worse, until they suffered the well-merited 
chastisement. O children, obey the fourth commandment ; if you obey 
it God will give you long life and prosperity, but if you do not obey 
it you can only expect the most severe punishment. What do you 
want to receive from God? What must you do, then? What does 
the fourth commandment say? What should an obedient child 
always do? Will you do this? By so doing you will please God, 
your parents, teachers, and all good people, and you yourselves will 
live happy and contented. May God grant it! 

Now, children, you have heard the most important events in the 
childhood of the child Jesus. I will now show you a picture, and I 
hope you will all know what it represents. Who is this in the mid- 
dle? Yes, it is the child Jesus in the Temple. What kind of men 
are those in whose midst we find the child Jesus? And here you 
see a father and a mother who are looking for some one. Who are 
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they? One of you must relate clearly and distinctly the story which 
this picture represents. I will let this picture hang here for 
awhile, so that when you look at it you may make the firm resolution 
to become like the child Jesus. I shall watch your behavior, par- 
ticularly in church, and I hope that you will do everything that is 
expected of a pious child. I shall ask the teachers now and again 
which children are diligent and which are idle in the class. I shall 
find out whether you are kind or naughty at your play. When I 
see your parents I shall ask them whether you are good, obedient 
children. I shall be much pleased if I find that you have done as | 
have taught you to do, and I shall certainly give you some little 
pleasure in return. But should I learn, to my great sorrow, that you 
do not behave like the child Jesus, but are naughty and sinful, then 
what shall I do with such children? O children, I do not like to 
punish you. Be therefore pious, industrious, good, obedient chil- 
dren for the love of your Father in heaven, for the love of Jesus, and 
for the sake of your parents, teachers and everybody; then you will 
always be happy in this world, and one day you will rejoice eternally 
in heaven. 


FOR BOYS THE FOLLOWING LITTLE STORY MAY BE SUBSTITUTED FOR 
THE STORY OF THE PIGEON. 


On a beautiful autumn day, at the time of the potato harvest, a 
father with his two boys started to work. The father dug the po- 
tatoes out of the ground, and the boys had to gather them up and put 
them ina sack. But they were so idle and negligent at this work that 
they would not have picked up the half of them if their father had not 
continually admonished them to be more attentive. They made their 
father so angry by their continuous negligence that he began to scold 
them soundly. 

Presently a hunter approached them who was looking for 
partridges. His dog sought them eagerly in the fields and bushes, 
and at a whistle from his master he would go right and left, back 
and forth; all at once he stood still. His master cried out, ‘‘ Mind!” 
Then he walked toward the dog and cried, “ Forward!” At that the 
dog chased a number of birds out of the bushes, of which his master 
shot two. The dog seized the partridges in his mouth and brought 
them to his master, who called to him, “ Come here, come here at 
once. 
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The father and his two boys had watched the sport with great in- 
terest, and as the hunter passed them the father could not help 
expressing his admiration. “ One would really think,” he said, 
“that that dog had reason, he understands so exactly every sign and 
he pays such attention to every order, and obeys so promptly. I 
am really surprised, sir, at what you have been able to teach that 
dog.” 

At this the sportsman, who had heard the father scolding, and 
who recognized the boys, said: “ You are surprised how any one can 
make an unreasoning animal, who has no understanding, so obedi- 
ent, but I am still more surprised that your children, who have rea- 
son and understanding, can not be made to obey your every word. 
If I had to scold my dog as much as you have to scold your chil- 
dren I should have very poor sport. I will show you something 
which, as it makes unreasoning animals obedient, will also be 
useful to make disobedient children obey.” He produced a dogwhip 
from his hunting bag and started to give the idle boys a good whip- 
ping with it, until they cried aloud: “O please stop! we will be obe- 
dient and industrious!” 

They had to promise their father that they would keep their word 
for the future. “ And if they do not do it,” said the hunter, “ give 
them the whip, for there is nothing better or more useful 
for disobedient children, as the saying goes: ‘ Spare the rod, spoil 
the child.’ But it is your duty, too, because a father who does not 
punish his children will be punished by God.” 

The two boys improved greatly, and if ever they showed signs of 
disobedience their father had only to say: “ Have you forgotten 
what the hunter said?” And they immediately did as they were 
told. Such a salutary fear had been impressed upon them by that 
punishment. 


XXX. 
Tne JoyruL MySsTerRIks OF THE Rosary. 
Dear children, when the birthday arrives of your father or mother, 


of a teacher, or any one else from whom you have received many 
kindnesses, what do good, grateful children generally do on these 
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occasions? They wish their parents, teachers, benefactors happi- 
ness and blessing, prosperity and a long life. I have often known 
children on such a day to give a little present to their parents, which 
always affords them great pleasure. The present which pleased me 
most is a bouquet or a wreath of beautiful flowers, presented by 
the children to their parents with loving congratulations, and there- 
by showing their love and gratitude toward them. Such grate- 
ful children please their parents and all good people, and they draw 
down God’s blessing upon themselves. It is only in the fourth com- 
mandment that God has promised a reward in this life, in the words: 
“ Honor thy father and thy mother, that thou mayest be long lived 
upon the land which the Lord thy God will give you.” But to whom 
do we owe the most thanks—to our parents and benefactors or to 
God? What did God do to make bad people good again? And re- 
member that the Son of God came down from heaven for love of 
us, that He became man, and that He redeemed us, otherwise we 
should have all been lost. Should you not often thank Jesus for this? 
And how do we thank God for His benefactions? The Mother of 
God, the Most Blessed Virgin Mary, has taught us a beautiful prayer 
which is especially agreeable to God and of great benefit to us. Do 
you wish to learn this beautiful prayer? I will teach you this prayer, 
so now pay attention! 

I am always glad when I see a garden in which lovely flowers of 
different colors are blooming. Certainly a flower garden is some- 
thing most lovely. Do you not like to see one, too? Now, every one 
has a favorite flower. Which do you like the best—and you— 
and you? I will tell you which flower is considered by everybody 
to be the most beautiful. It is the rose. The rose is not only beauti- 
ful to look at, on account of its beautiful coloring, but it has a most 
delightful perfume. This is why it is called the queen of flowers. I 
have told you what pleasure it gives to parents when the children 
bring them some beautiful flowers on their birthday and wish them 
every happiness. If our Saviour, Jesus Christ, was visible now among 
us, would you not like to offer Him, out of gratitude, some beautiful 
flowers? And because the rose is the most beautiful of all flowers, 
would you not like to give Him a wreath of roses? Children, the 
Mother of God has taught us a prayer which, because it is so beau- 
tiful and so pleasing to God, is called the rosary, and those who say it 
with devotion offer to God a more agreeable present than the most 
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beautiful wreath of natural roses ever could be to Him. Now I 
will tell you what this prayer consists of. What is that which I am 
holding in my hand? Yes, it is called a rosary. Roses, dear chil- 
dren, are of different colors; there are white, red, and yellow ones. 
What color are the beads of this rosary? White is the color of 
innocence. Above all things, children should be as innocent and pure 
from every stain as is the color of the white rose. So, dear children, 
-that you may be very careful of your innocence, and preserve the 
purity of your heart from every sin, the Mother of God has recom- 
mended us particularly, while saying the Rosary, to contemplate the 
life of Jesus, which was a source of such joy to herself when Jesus 
wasachild. There are five events over which we should rejoice with 
Mary. I will explain these to you. 

What do you see attached to this rosary? You are right; it is a 
cross. Children, if Jesus had not died for us upon the cross, and 
redeemed us, we could never have hoped to go to God in heaven. 
But the crucified Saviour is our hope, therefore we begin the prayers 
of the rosary with making the cross, as we can only hope to be 
heard through the crucified Jesus. How do we begin to say 
the rosary? Why? After we have made the sign of the cross, 
we say the Creed. After the cross you will notice a bead which 
is larger than the others; this means that after making the sign of 
the cross we should say the Creed. Children, we must first be- 
lieve in God before we can pray to Him, for without faith it is im- 
possible to adore God and to serve Him with our whole heart. You 
all know how to say the Apostles’ Creed. After the Creed we say 
the Lord’s Prayer, the Our Father, which asks for everything which 
we need for this life and the next, and if we pray fervently to 
God in the Our Father, He will give us everything that we need to 
be happy in this world, and to be blessed in the next. So that you 
may understand for what we are asking, say the Our Father slowly 
and distinctly, N. You hear that we pray: “ Blessed be the name 
of God ; may His kingdom come ; may His will be done upon earth by 
men as it is done in heaven by the angels ; may God give us our daily 
bread, that means food for our body and soul; may God forgive 
us our trespasses, meaning our sins; and we promise to forgive 
all those who trespass against us, that is, all those who have offended 
us; may God lead us not into temptation, and preserve us from 
all evil, especially from all sin.” As you see, the Our Father con- 
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tains everything that is necessary for the body and soul. Now will 
God give us all those things for which we ask Him in the Our 
Father ? 

In the rosary we say, after the Our Father, three Hail Marys, 
That is why there are three small beads. 

Why, children, do we say the Hail Mary after the Our Father? 
Mary was the first to receive through Jesus Christ everything that 
we ask for in the Our Father ; we salute her, therefore, as the Angel 
Gabriel did, and we hope, through the blessed fruit of her womb, 

through Jesus Christ, to obtain all these things, and that we may 
’ certainly obtain it we ask Mary that she may intercede for us with her 
divine son Jesus. We say the Hail Mary here three times, children. 
Why do we do this? To obtain from God the three divine virtues 
of faith, hope, and charity. Now we will try to say the rosary thus 
far. Begin, N—, to say the rosary. What comes after the sign of 
the cross, N—? When the Creed is said, what prayer do we say? 
After the Our Father say the three Hail Marys. 

What you have heard so far, dear children, is the beginning of the 
rosary, and now listen how the rosary itself is said. If I hold the 
cross and the beads, the meaning of which I have just explained to 
you, in my closed hand, the remaining part forms a wreath consist- 
ing of five large and fifty small beads. The five large beads denote 
the five Our Fathers and the fifty small ones denote the fifty Hail 
Marys, which constitute the rosary. The whole, dear children, is 
divided into five parts. First of all, you see, there is a large bead— 
that is an Our Father; then comes ten small beads, which are Hail 
Marys, and this is repeated five times. 

The Blessed Virgin Mary has taught us that every time we pro- 
nounce the name of Jesus in the Hail Mary we should contem- 
plate an event in the childhood of Jesus, which pleased her particu- 
larly, and which should make us glad, too. Over which event did 
the Most Blessed Virgin Mary rejoice, first of all? It is when she 
conceived of the Holy Ghost Jesus Christ, the Redeemer. O chil- 
dren, we should also rejoice fervently at this, for if Mary had not 
conceived Jesus of the Holy Ghost, we should have had no Redeemer, 
and we should be the most miserable of creatures. 

After the first ten Hail Marys there is another Our Father, as the 
second large bead shows. After the second Our Father there are 
again ten Hail Marys, and at the word “ Jesus’ we must remember ‘ 
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another event in the life of Jesus which was a cause of rejoicing to the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. I will first of all enumerate these events to 
you, dear children. Mary had a cousin, who was called Elizabeth, 
and who was exceedingly pious and God-fearing. After Mary had 
conceived of the Holy Ghost she could not keep this inexpressible 
joy within her own heart. She went at once to carry the glad tidings 
to her cousin Elizabeth, although for this purpose she had to under- 
take a long and difficult journey, which took three days, and the way 
led over the mountains. O children, God had prepared another joy 
for the Most Blessed Virgin Mary. Elizabeth was enlightened by 
the Holy Ghost, and she knew, although no one had told her, that 
Mary had become the Mother of the Redeemer. She greeted the 
Blessed Virgin with the utmost joy and reverence. “ Thou are 
blessed among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb. 
Whence is this to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to 
me? Blessed art thou that hast believed, because those things shall 
be accomplished that were spoken to thee by the Lord.” When Mary 
heard herself called the Mother of the Lord for the first time, and 
when she was called blessed, her joy was at its height. She began 
to thank God aloud, to praise and magnify Him. Children, we must 
be very cold-hearted if we do not experience great joy in contem- 
plating this story. We have now contemplated two of these joyful 
events, the Annunciation and the Visitation. The three others are: 
The Nativity of our Blessed Lord, the Presentation, and the Finding 
of Jesus in the Temple. I shall explain the three last ones more 
fully in our next lesson. 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 
LESSONS XXVII AND XXVIII. 


go. What are the things which a good child should do? <A good child 
should be good and kind toward every one; it should be honest and sincere, 
and show love and kindness to everybody. 

gi. Who was such a good child? The child Jesus was good and kind to 
all men. 


LESSON XXIX. 


92. What is it that an obedient child should do? An obedient child should 
do everything possible to please its parents: it should help willingly with 
the work, and be filled with love and gratitude toward its parents. 

93. Who was such an obedient child? The child Jesus was always obedient 
and subject to His parents in all things. 


LESSON XXX. 


94. What are the five joyful mysteries of the Rosary called? 
I. The Annunciation. 
II. The Visitation. 
III. The Nativity of our Blessed Lord. 
IV. The Presentation. 
V. The Finding of Jesus in the Temple. 








